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thisweek 
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IT’S strange how events can change hardened attitudes. 
As recently as last week, a straw poll on the 
proverbial Clapham omnibus about the blue buses 
running around London to promote the ‘Back the bid’ 
campaign would have given you the impression that at 
best the passengers were apathetic, and at worst 
violently opposed to the Olympics coming to the 


Capital. 
: Now it’s all change. We're told that it’s become a 

. — two-horse race to host the event in 2012. Paris is 

: favourite and London is coming up fast on the inside 
= eR ee lane. It’s them or us, giving the campaign the impetus 

ae Pam of a rolling stone gathering ever greater support. 
3 . In much the same way the British public is generally 

ee apathetic in its attitude to bus priorities, while a vocal 


minority is convinced that such measures discriminate 
unfairly and impede the progress of those who travel 


by private car. 

Meanwhile we take it as read that everyone in the 
coach and bus industry strongly supports bus lanes and 
the like. So, what change could bring these apparently 
irreconcilable views together? We all know that the car 
driver's lobby is loud and strong, swaying local decision 
makers. We also know that some bus priorities have 
failed to achieve their aim, being ill-conceived in terms 
of length, continuity, or, indeed, location. 

Yet, it’s crunch time. As Alistair Darling articulated 
earlier this week, there’s a stark choice. Grid-lock 
beckons, and there’s no time left to sit on the fence. 
We either have traffic flows that are strictly regulated, 
or the free-for-all that currently exists will bring our 
towns and cities to a halt. 

Already we face the prospect of one small accident 
in Birmingham bringing the whole country to a halt... 
especially likely on a Friday afternoon. 


GO Goodwins Coaches is a 
family firm with five generations 
of experience in the coaching 
industry. It prides itself on 
keeping one step ahead, and, as 
Mike Morgan discovers, buying 
an all-singing, all-dancing Van 
Hool T917 is just one way of 
achieving this aim 
with the opening of the first such scheme in routeONE’s 
home city, Peterborough. It’s remarkable, but true. This 


The bus lane debate came into sharp focus this week 


Apathy breakdown 


is the city that was host to some to nation’s most 
advanced bus priority measures over 20 years ago 
when bus-only roads and large, strategic bus lay-bys 
were an integral ingredient of new town development. 
Orbital ‘parkways’ were among the best in the country, 
taking congestion out of the city centre. 

However, there was an unforeseen flaw in the plan. 
Car use has grown to such an extent that the city’s 
bridges can no longer cope with the volume. Hence 
the first bus lane. 

However, there’s no denying the challenge that this 
single initiative presents to the popular attitude towards 
buses. There’s no longer any room for apathy. 

It also serves to demonstrate the level of courage 
required by highway planners when putting such 
schemes into practice. They have to get it right, 
involving local bus operators and allaying fears that 
narrowing two lanes into one will disadvantage the 
majority. 

The truth is that 
bus lanes are for the 
benefit of 
passengers, not 
buses. They must, 
therefore, be seen 
to work, winning 
over the popular 
vote in the process. 


Mike Morgan 
Editor 


hat it 
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Are you getting y 


Rail replacement work is big business, but how do you get the work and 
what’s involved? Mel Holley investigates a coach and bus growth industry 


T’S THE — growth 
industry that no-one 
predicted was coming. 

But a glance at the National 
Rail website leaves you in no 
doubt about the scale of pre- 
planned weekend engineering 
work, where trains are 
replaced by coaches and buses. 
Add to this emergency work — 
when lines are closed at short 
notice, through vandalism, 
bridge strikes or train 
breakdowns — and the picture 
is even bigger. Indeed, the rail 
replacement market is now 
worth an estimated £70m-1!00 
million every year. 

Rail privatisation has seen a 
shift in focus from trying to 
keep the trains running, to 


sending passengers by road — 
and that’s partly because 
Network Rail (NR) ultimately 
picks up the tab, so cost is no 
longer an issue (in general) for 
train operating companies 
(TOCs). 

How the work is given out 
varies widely. Large jobs tend to 
be the preserve of specialist 
companies, such as Fraser Eagle 
Management Services (the 
largest in the market, which is 
now diversifying into general 
event transport management 
such as Newcastle’s Tall Ships 
meeting in July). Other specialist 
providers include Pioneer 
Travel, Excel Passenger 
Logistics, First Rail Support Ltd 
(set up by former Fraser Eagle 
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manager Maurice Duckworth) 
and National Express’ Rail 
Replacement unit. 

Although they all have a few 
vehicles of their own, the 
majority are hired from sub- 
contractors, often local coach 
companies. For large jobs, it’s 
the specialists’ ability to co- 
ordinate operations on the 
ground (providing support 
staff), plan routes, organise road 
closures and co-ordinate the 
entire operation, along with 
having access to a wide number 
of sub-contractors that’s their 
trump card. Fraser Eagle, for 
example, has 3,000 operators 
on its books. 

For the rail companies, the 
specialists’ ability to take the 


whole job off its hands — 
especially at weekends when 
there are fewer station staff —is 
a major bonus. Smaller jobs 
might go to local companies, 
such as Ensignbus. But it is 
emergency work where the big 
boys score and hold contracts 
with a number of TOCs. 

In some cases, pre-planned 
work is won through a formal 
tendering process. Virgin Trains 
has just let a three-year 
contract to Fraser Eagle for its 
entire CrossCountry and West 
Coast Main Line networks 
(covering pretty much most of 
Britain). It placed a notice in the 
Official Journal of the European 
Union (OJEU), and attracted 
17 bidders. This is something 


that all TOCs (in receipt of 
subsidy) are obliged to do for 
contracts worth more than 
£306,753. However, many 
TOCs avoid this by breaking 
work up into smaller chunks. 
While some TOCs, such as 
Virgin Trains, were very open 
and forthcoming about how 
they place their work, most 
were not. 

In many cases ‘tendering’ 
amounts to little more than 
ringing up a couple of providers 
and saying “give me a price.” 
It’s not an open process, and is 
best described as murky. 

Of the 23 franchised TOCs 
(plus five other non-franchised 
TOCs, London Underground, 
Docklands and other metros) 


“What do you mean, first class should go at the front.” 


most are owned by bus groups 
who, try to keep the work ‘in- 
house’. There are exceptions: 
Arriva Trains Wales which uses 
Fraser Eagle, while First 
ScotRail is required to offer all 
work to open tender as part of 
its obligations to satisfy the 
Competition Commission. 

For most coach and bus 
operators there are two 
choices. First, make contact 
with the person in charge of 
procurement at your local 
TOC to offer your services. 
Second, sign up with larger rail 
replacement specialists to go 
on their database. 

Remember, as long as your 
drivers have sufficient hours, 
your vehicle can be anywhere 
in the country and still be used, 
especially on emergency work. 
Fraser Eagle, for example, has 
often made use of coaches 


routeONE 
Comment 


The awarding of — rail 
replacement contracts is a 
really hot potato and this was 
reflected in the reluctance of 
almost every we spoke to - in 
both the rail and PSV industry 
—to talk on the record, or even 


laying over on holiday tours to 
provide emergency cover, such 
as on the West Coast Main Line 
around the edge of the Lake 
District. Flexibility is the key. 

Are you getting the right rate 
for the job? That’s a moot 
point. If you have the drivers 
and vehicles standing idle then 
there’s money to be made, but 
it may not be much. Of course, 
if you don't like the rate being 
offered, then you don't have to 
take the work. 

Finally, the market could 
change in the future if the issue 
of DTAC and DDA is 
addressed. Currently _ rail 
replacement, especially on 
inter-urban and _ inter-city 
routes uses touring coaches 
which don’t meet the rules 
(mainly with coloured handrails 
and destination equipment, and 
since January 2005, wheelchair 


discuss the subject at all. 

Once the biggest operator — 
Fraser Eagle, which was pioneer 
in building a computerised 
database and setting up a 
dedicated control room — now 
faces competition, not only 
from other independents, but 
also the big bus groups as they 
bring work in-house. 

For individual operators, it is 


access). Around London and 
other urban areas, buses tend 
to be used, so this is not a 
problem. 

Because the services are 
open to the public, run to a 
timetable and separate fares 
are charged, all vehicles should 
comply. Recognising the 
problem, all Excel’s 25 vehicles 
meet the requirements, as will 
its future purchases. 

However, if the regulations 
were enforced, the PSV 
industry would not be able to 
meet the demand as there are 
simply not enough vehicles. In 
practical terms, it’s not a 
problem as taxis are normally 
provided for wheelchair and 
other non-ambulant users, so 
no-one is left stranded. It’s only 
cyclists that suffer on rail 
replacement as push-bikes are 
not normally carried. 


tough to win contracts from 
TOCs. As we found out, 
frequently the phone never 
even rings and open tenders, 
such as those used by South 
Eastern Trains and Virgin, are 
not that plentiful. Acting as a 
sub-contractor is fine, but rates 
tend to be lower. The decision 
whether to accept or not is 
entirely yours. 
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Eye-catching 


Striking new livery for Volvo B7TL Wrightbus Geminis 


M6 Toll extends free offer 


MORE coaches can now 
get free travel on the M6 
Toll, which has extended a 
special offer. Coaches that 
take their passengers to 
either the RoadChef 
services on the M6 Toll, the 
Sandbach and Stafford 
services on the M6 or the 


Watford Gap services on 
the MI will qualify for free 
travel on the 27-mile 
privately funded motorway. 

The original offer, launched 
in March, enabled coach 
drivers who took their 
passengers for a break at the 
M6 Toll’s RoadChef motorway 


Driver who killed 
woman could escape Jail 


A BUS driver who killed a 
pensioner when he reversed 
into her looks certain to 
avoid a prison sentence. 

Michael Bromley, 58, of 
Derby Close, York Gate, 
Caterham, admitted a charge 
of causing the death of Mary 
McHale by dangerous driving, 
when he appeared in Croydon 
Crown Court. 

The 83-year-old was hit by 
Bromley’s single decker in St 
Michael’s Road, West Croydon, 
near the bus depot, on 20 May 
last year. 

The court heard that the bus 
was being driven at no more 
than 3mph an hour. After 
hearing a defence submission, 
Judge Cedric Joseph said the 
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offence was at the “bottom end 
of the scale of death by 
dangerous driving cases.” He 
added that Bromley was of 
excellent character and the 
case had no _ aggravating 
features - thus making it highly 
likely he will not receive a jail 
term. 

The judge said: “He was a 
professional driver doing his 
job, but was clearly not as alert 
as he should have been.” 
Bromley originally denied the 
charge, and then changed his 
plea. He will be sentenced on | 
July, but has already been 
banned from driving any vehicle 
and ordered to take an 
extended test before being 
allowed to drive again. 


O NORTH East is re-launching 
its X10 service which links 
: Newcastle and Gateshead with 
Stockton and Middlesbrough next 
Monday with three eye-catching Volvo 
B7TL Wrightbus Eclipse Geminis. 

As well as a striking new livery designed 
by Newcastle-based Karol Marketing, the 
buses feature Samantha Beeley interiors 
with a new seat moquette that 
incorporates place names and diagrams of 
landmarks along the route. Andy Burns, 
Go North East’s Service Information 
Manager, added that more comfortable 
seats with greater legroom have been 
specified and the buses also have CCTV, 
satellite tracking and tinted windows. 

Mr Burns told route that Go North 
East sees considerable potential for the 
popular route which can offer a minimum 
journey time, end to end of one hour 20 
minutes. 

As wellas pensioners and young people, 
the service is designed to appeal to 
commuters. 

To coincide with the launch, a new £5 
Go'n’Save ticket is being introduced that 
gives X10 passengers the freedom of Go 
North East’s buses for the rest of the day. 
The normal maximum single fare on the 
route is £4.20. 


come into effect on 14 June. 
Operators can also open a 


service area at Norton Canes 
to have free passage. 

The extended promotion, 
run jointly by Mé Toll operator 
Midland Expressway Limited 
(MEL) and RoadChef, is for a 
limited period. It will save each 
coach a £6 toll at current 
prices and £7 when new prices 


Tag account, the electronic 
payment system, which allows 
drivers to use dedicated Toll 
Lanes without having to stop. 
They get a 5% discount on 
each journey made. 

Further information on the 
M6 Toll is available on 
www.mé6toll.co.uk 


Tsunami buses 
assembled 


THIS week, 100 buses 
assembled near Win- 
chester in preparation for 
shipment to the areas of 
Sri Lanka and Indonesia 
worst hit by the Boxing 
Day tsunami. 

The mid-life buses, from 
double-deckers to minibuses, 
have been donated following 
the Asia Bus Response appeal 
to British and Irish coach and 
bus operators. 

At an official handover 
yesterday (8 June), attended 
by Ministers of the 
Governments of Sri Lanka and 
Indonesia, the vehicles passed 
into the hands of Islamic Relief. 


The charity will ship and 
distribute the buses with the 
receiving governments, and 
provide training for drivers. 

The buses will be used 
exclusively for children; in Sri 
Lanka for transport to school 
in Galle, and in Indonesia as 
mobile classrooms in the Ache 
area. 

Jeyaraj Fernandopulle, 
Minister of Trade, Sri Lanka 
High Commission, said: “The 
arrival of these buses from 
Asia Bus Response will be 
seen by ordinary Sri Lankan 
people as the most visible and 
concrete benefit from the 
international community.” 


Shamrock buying GM Coaches Coach & Bus Live 
almost sold out 


SUBJECT to the 
completion of due 
diligence and signing of 
contracts, GM Coaches of 
Cefn Cribwr will be joining 
the Shamrock group of 
companies. 

The firm which has an O- 
Licence for 18 was founded 
by Richard Millington more 
than 30 years ago. He now 
wants to retire and is 


retaining the Mountain View 
Garage site where planning 


50% 


Norwich’s rainbow Park & Ride fleet 


increase on 


permission has been granted 
for residential development. 

Clayton Jones told 
route that the GM 
Coaches Ltd will remain a 
separate company. Around 
30 staff and 19 vehicles 
including Van Hool and 
Berkhof Volvos and Bristol 
VRT and Leyland Atlantean 
school double deckers will 
transfer to the group’s nearby 
Bridgend depot. “GM 
Coaches has an excellent 


reputation,” said Mr Jones, 
adding that profitability was 
15% on a turnover of 
£600,000. 

As well as school contracts 
and private hire, GM Coaches 
operates a _ local route 
between Kenfig Hill and 
Bridgend and a seasonal open 
top service in the seaside 
resort of Porthcawl. An 
unusual purchase early last 
year was a preserved former 
Blackburn Leyland PD2. 


Norwich P & R 


WITH the formal launch of Norwich’s 


rainbow fleet of Park & Ride buses, 


comes news that passenger numbers 
have increased by more than 50% in the 
_ last year with more than 2.8 million 
~ people using the service in 2004/5. 

Six sites are now open with a total of 4,907 
} car parking spaces (route 
April) and during the launch week (Monday 
30 May — Friday 3 June) special colour- 
themed events took place at each one. 


, News, 14 


Southern Vectis shareholders pledge 


UNDERTAKINGS have 
been given by major 
shareholders to sell 11.6 


million Southern Vectis 
shares to Go Ahead, 
representing 59% of the 
share capital. 

This includes the holdings of 
the two main shareholders, 
former Managing Director 
Gary Batchelor and Stuart Linn, 
Group Managing Director, who 
between them own more than 


4.8 million shares. The rest of 
the individual shareholders have 
until 17 June to say whether or 
not they will accept Go Ahead’s 
offer of 70p for each share. 
Southern Vectis also owns 
Eastleigh-based Solent Blue 
Line, has around 420 
employees and is set to be 
sold for £13.8 million. 
Despite the change in 
ownership, the development 
of Newport bus station on the 


Recovery continues 


REGISTRATIONS of all new 
mini and full-size PSVs have 


continued the recovery 
started in April. 

The latest figures from the 
Society of Motor 


Manufacturers and Traders 
show 5.2% growth compared 
with 4.8% for the first four 
months and a 7.1% decline in 
March. 

The total for the year up to 
the end of May is 1,849, 
bringing the rolling 12 month 
total to 4,104. 

However, full-size vehicles 
above 3.5 tonnes recorded a 
higher percentage increase. The 
total was up 7.2% from 305 in 
May last year to 327 for May 
2005. Growth in this sector is 
now 5.2% in the first five 


months of this year, matching 
the overall trend when smaller 
vehicles are taken into account. 

Full-size coaches account for 
619 registrations in 2005, while 
full-size buses account for 
almost twice as many with 
1,230 taking to the road. Both 
segments show an increase in 
year-to-date figures, but the 
coach market recorded a small 
fall from 117 to 113 vehicles last 
month. 

One-in-three full-size PSVs 
registered in 2005 is a Volvo as 
the Swedish manufacturer 
consolidated its lead in the 
combined coach and bus league 
table. Alexander Dennis sits in 
second place with 16.4%, while 
Optare is again in third with 
10.9%. 


Isle of Wight which was sold in 
April for £5.07 million to 
developers Halladale, will still 
proceed with Go Ahead as 
new owners taking over the 
agreements signed by 
Southern Vectis. This means 
the cost of building a new bus 
interchange at the rear of the 
site will fall to Go Ahead, as 
will 40% of the cost of 
demolishing the existing bus 
station. 


()) 
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FOUR months before the 
start of Coach & Bus Live at 
the NEC on 5 and 6 
October, exhibition space at 
the show is 97% sold out 
with only a handful of stands 
still available. 

Show organisers Expo 
Management report a similar 
response to its invitation to 
exhibitors to supply vehicles for 
the Ride & Drive feature. Taking 
place immediately outside the 
main exhibition hall, it will 
enable visitors with an 
appropriate licence to take 
selected buses and coaches for 
an accompanied test-drive. 

On2 is the first company to 
confirm sponsorship for the 
Ride & Drive feature. It will be 
providing live tracking of the 
vehicles being demonstrated 
and is involved in a special 
competition during the 
route Excellence Awards. 
Vision Techniques, a provider of 
mobile CCTV and vehicle 
reversing safety aids, will also be 


(, 


1VE3 


COACH&BUS Lf) 


@ 
AW 


OCTOBER, NEC 


a show sponsor, providing a 
viewing platform for the vehicle 
test drive programme which is 
being run by the Coach Display 
Team. 

“With many innovative and 
informative features, Coach & 
Bus Live promises to be an 
exciting and enjoyable event,” 
said Show Director Mark 
Griffin. “However, with such a 
small number of stands now 
available we would urge any 
potential exhibitors who have 
yet to book to contact our sales 
team, headed by Peter Millis at 
the earliest opportunity to 
avoid disappointment.” 

Visitors who pre-register via 
the show’s website, 
www. coachandbuslive.com can 
gain fast-track entry to the 
show, avoiding any form-filling 
on the day. In addition, all those 
who register on-line and attend 
the show will be automatically 
entered into a prize draw to 
win a five star European city 
break in Rome. 


Manufacturer 


BMC 


Scania 

Van Hool 

VDL (DAF) Bus 
Volvo 

Other imports 
Grand Total 


SMMT coach and bus data covers all vehicles over 3.5 tonnes gyw. 
Some vehicles are also included in with the separate vans and truck registration figures. 


May 

2005 2004 
63 88 
9 5 
3 7 
27 28 
8 2 
6 18 
47 43 
24 27 
0 0 
28 14 
90 56 
22 17 

327 305 


UK PSV registrations - by manufacturer 


Year to date 

2005 2004 
303 480 
Ly) 27 
36 49 
156 112 
38 36 
53 75 
202 150 
182 231 
5 0 
90 98 
616 409 
116 90 

1,849 
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Victory in liquidation 


Andy Izatt 
ARL Jackson’ of 
Chandlers Ford- 
based Tenon 
Recovery and Martin 


Linton from Leigh & Co of 
London were appointed 
joint liquidators of Adams 
Bros (Handley) Ltd 
following a Victory Tours 
creditors’ meeting last 


Thursday at the St | 


Leonards Hotel, Ringwood. 
(routeONE, News, 2 June). 

The Estimated Statement of 
Affairs presented as at 2 June 
gave the company’s deficit as 
£757,684. 

Mr Linton told routeON 
that Adams Bros, bought by 
Blackgate Enterprises nine 
months ago, was no longer 
trading. There is value in book 
debts of £20,000, a measure 
of the company’s goodwill and 


forward bookings that 
interested parties have 
expressed an interest in 


purchasing. There is no equity 
in the 18 vehicles as they were 
all financed and premises were 
rented. 


Jim Haddow, — Senior 
Manager, Investigations from 
Tenon Recovery told 


routeONE that his company 
had become involved from last 
Thursday at the behest of 
some of the creditors. “We 
will be examining what has 
being going on,” said Mr 
Haddow. 

In his Chairman’s statement 
Michael Meyjes explained that 
the purchase of Adams Bros 
“had been via a leveraged buy- 
out and in the process the cash 
at bank (prior to completion 
approximately £120,000) 
passed to the vendor. The 
purchaser organised, during 


No equity in any of Victory’s vehicles and its St Leonards premises were rented 


the first two months to inject 
£50,000 to replace the funds 
removed and via the holding 
company a further £20,000 
was paid in by the way of two 
cheques and cash to the 
company bank account. 

“However, sister company 
Blackgate Fabrication 
operation lost its MoD 
contract leading to a 
requirement for assistance in 
the purchase of materials 
which ultimately lead to an 
inter-company debt of 
£89,000. Blackgate is unable 
to settle this debt and the 
company is to be placed into 
receivership.” 

Coinciding with the failure 
of the fabrication operation, 
“the maintenance company 
providing a service to Adams 
asked for help for fear of their 
business going into 
receivership. 

“Since we required their 
services due to the age of the 
fleet the company was taken 
over and assistance was 
provided, putting a further 


strain on Adams finances, but 
equally providing a benefit in 
terms of more cost effective 
servicing.” 

He also said: = “In 
consideration of the possible 
joint venture Blueways 
assisted Adams to enable it to 
consider restructuring plans 
for the business. The 
assistance amounts to over 
£100,000.” 

“Because of the age of 
some of some of the debt and 
concerns regarding future 
trading due to the level of 
creditors, in April of this year 
the directors sort the views of 
an insolvency specialist. At 
this time he also sought not to 
worsen the creditors position 
by working with another 
company to cap costs. Prior 
to a plan being finalised for 
the repayment of creditors 
several suppliers started legal 
actions and the Director was 
not able to raise funds to 
settle the proceedings. The 
company then ceased to 
trade and its services were 


taken over by another 
operator whom the Director 
is not, and will not be 
associated with.” 

Blueways Coaches London 
Director Tom Mckechnie has 
responded to last week’s 
route story. His faxed 
letter is on page 14. 

Although Victory Tours and 
South Dorset General 
Manager Stuart McGill had 
originally promised a 
statement, he later declined 
to comment. 

Alex Roberts, Press Officer 
for the Traffic Commissions, 
confirmed to route that 
Blueways Victory Ltd’s applica- 
tion for an O-Licence made in 
February was refused. No 
appeal has been lodged with 
the Transport Tribunal. Mr 
Roberts couldn’t comment on 
individual cases, but explained 
that frequent reasons for 
refusal included: unsatisfactory 
supporting information; 
incomplete application; and, 
not being satisfied with the 
merits of the application. 


TfL falls foul of Advertising Standards Authority 


THE ADVERTISING 
Standards Agency (ASA) 
has upheld complaints 
against Transport for 
London (TfL) advertising 
that supported the 
introduction of articulated 
buses to route 73 by 


suggesting that boarding 
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would be faster. 

The adjudication _ says: 
“Although it acknowledged that 
the advertisers had justified the 
claim on the technical definition 
of boarding, the Authority 
considered that, from a 
consumer point of view, ‘faster 
boarding’ would mean the 


bendy buses spent less time 
waiting at bus stops to allow 
passengers to get on and off. 
The authority noted that, in 
certain circumstances, the 
bendy buses had a longer dwell 
time than the Routemasters 
they replaced. It concluded 
that the claim was misleading 


and told the advertisers not to 
repeat it.” 

TfL has — successfully 
prosecuted 4| people 
following their failure to pay 
£10 penalty fares. Each person 
on average was fined £100 plus 
£95 costs and gained a criminal 
record. 
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Six Geminis join East Yorkshire 


Andy Izatt 


im AST Yorkshire 
aie Motor Services has 
‘ml invested nearly £1 
million in six Wrightbus 
Eclipse Gemini-bodied 
Volvo B7TLs that entered 
service from Sunday on 
route 105 between Hull 
University, Cottingham and 
The Lawns as part of an 
enhanced local network. 
Between them, routes 105 
and 115 which both run on a 
12-minute frequency, provide 
a combined six minute 


Clutchless driving for Wings 


HAYES-BASED Wings 
Luxury Travel has specified 
clutchless Sprintshift 
transmission in a pair of 
new I6-seat Sorocos 
bought from Optare. 


headway from Cottingham to 
Hull, a 
improvement over the old 
timetable. Another new route, 


116 links Cottingham with , 


Castle Hill and there are 
enhancements to the 154 Hull 
Royal, Willerby and Castle Hill 
route. 

EYMS group Chairman 
Peter Shipp told routeone: 
“The many new links to Castle 
Hill Hospital recognise the 
growing importance of this 
hospital and the difficulties 
people have in getting there a 
present. These will be come 
even more important as it 
expands.” 


SWINGS! 


The Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinter is normally fitted 
with a five-speed manual 
gearbox, but  Sprintshift 
which is an automated 
manual system with six gears 


considerable | 


East Yorkshire: latest customer for Gemini 


Wings goes clutchless 


that can be changed 
automatically or manually, 
brings to an end the constant 
de-clutching that is a feature 
of driving in traffic in London. 
Wings has built its 
reputation over 27 years. 
The Sorocos join a fleet of 25 
and are likely to be kept for 
three years, covering around 
120,000 miles annually. 
“Most of our work is in 
and around central London,” 
says Bill Gritt who runs the 
firm with his brother Fred. 
“Our staff tell us that the 
Soroco is a delight to drive, 


especially with the clutchless 
gear change system, and is 
very nippy in city centre 
traffic. It’s also a good- 
looking vehicle that is very 
presentable to our corporate 
and private hire customers 
and comfortable for the 
passengers. “ 

And there’s ample room 
for luggage in the large rear 
boot, which is important in 
our business where we often 
move tourists, who usually 
have plenty of baggage, 
between Heathrow and their 
hotels.” 


eritage Corner 


Anniversaries 
marked in style 


PORTSMOUTH’S Farlington depot, 
is commemorating the 90th 
anniversary of Southdown Motor 
Services and the 25th anniversary of 
the current bus _ operator, 
Stagecoach which took over 
Southdown in 1989. 

The Big Bus Show will be held on 
Sunday 12 June when modern and 
vintage buses will be on display as well as 
providing rides. There will also be a wide 
range of activities, stalls and displays of 
memorabilia. 

South East Traffic Commissioner 
Chris Heaps, Stagecoach Regional 
Managing Director Andrew Dyer and 
VIP guests will cut a special bus cake at 
noon. Alex Hornby, a management 
trainee with Stagecoach, has arranged 
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Alex Hornby inflates the first balloon ready for the Big Bus Day 


buses from most of the 16 UK 
Stagecoach companies to appear at the 
event. There will also be many vintage 
buses in Southdown green and cream 
from clubs and private owners. 

“The Big Bus Day is free to the public, 


but we hope that many of the activities 
will help raise funds for the important 
care offered by the Rowans Hospice,” 
said Mr Hornsby. “The event has been | 
organised to appeal to everyone — not 
just those fanatical about buses.” 
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NOW AVAILABLE} i i athe oman. 
with iia =" replacement parts 


P jrarts from a dealer 
talk to the experts 


There is no substitute for 
PSV industry experience 
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Drag Links ¢ Track Rods  Track/Drag Link Ends ¢ Vee Stay Bushes 
Torque Rods ¢ Anti Roll Bar kits/Bushes ¢ Torque Rod Bushes 
Panhard Rods/Bushes « Air Bags ¢ Shock Absorbers — 


VOLVO * MAN ¢ DAF ¢ MERCEDES - IVECO * DENNIS * SCANIA * NEOPLAN * SETRA | 
Free delivery’ on orders over £100.00 ‘tux maintand onty) 


«Heavy DUTY PARTS — a a | 


L | Malia 


Telephone 01427 881109 
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CITO recruits 
Lucketts 


Mel Holley 


UCKETTS Travel of 

Fareham is the latest 

operator to join CITO 
(Consortium of Independent 
Tour Operators), bringing 
the total to 14. 

Now in its sixth year, CITO 
was created initially to 
promote higher quality 
products and its members 
pioneered such items a door 
to door travel and choice of 
menu at hotels. 

Increasingly the organisation 
has seen the benefits of 
collective purchasing and sales 
cooperation between 
member companies and today 
contracts its own_ hotels, 
charters trains or river cruises 


NEXUS Director General 
Mike Parker “received a 
good hearing” at the 


Department for Transport 
last week when he made the 


10 9 June 2005 routeONE 


and organises its own ATOL 
bonded air/coach tours. These 
developments in particular 
have influenced Luckett’s 
decision to joint CITO. 

Tours Manager lan Veness 
told route “Lucketts 
coach holiday programme has 
been firmly established in the 
Solent area over the past eight 
years. 

“We wanted to expand the 
range of services we offer our 
customers to include holidays 
by air and rail, with the 
minimum amount of fuss and 
without compromising the 
quality we have become 
renowned for. Membership of 
CITO offers us this and also 
the chance to join together 
with other CITO members to 
offer more specialist tours. It 


‘gets good hearing 


case for the PTE to receive a 
substantially increased grant 
to pay for free off-peak 
concessionary bus travel 
from April 2006. 


J A ER ee ; 
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Lucketts Travel is the latest quality operator to join CITO 


also gives us the chance to 
share information — and 
experiences with some of the 
most respected coach tour 
operators in the UK.” 

CITO administrator 
Stephen Rodgers believes that 
the group is now seeing the 
tangible benefits of working 
together. “With such a high 
profile list of members, more 


Nexus is arguing that the way 
the money is allocated is unfair, 
as it does not reflect the high 
population densities of the 
region. It says that the measure 


and more suppliers are 
approaching CITO to work 
together. Members are 
working together increasingly 
on continental tours and are 
delivering the numbers while 
competitors are struggling. 
The system still allows each to 
retain its own _ individual 
indentity and that is their 
greatest strength,” he said. 


9 


will cost £15m-£20m, but it is 
only allocated £8m. It says that 
it will have to cut subsidised bus 
services or raise on council tax 
by 4% to pay for the shortfall. 


New group deals trom 
Disneyland Resort Paris 


IN A MAJOR marketing 
push to coach operators, 
Disneyland Resort Paris 
(DRP) has launched a 
dedicated group tickets 
brochure for visits 
between 7 November 
2005 and 31 March 2006. 
The Resort will also host a 
number of group friendly 
events this Winter, including 
the Christmas Season, Magic 
Unlimited (all-you-can-ride 
on selected attractions) and 
Kid’s Carnival Season. Special 
group offers one free child 
per adult in January-March. 
DRP has also created new 
group reservation menus with 
prices from |6 Euros per 
adult. Other group booking 
advantages include one free 


ticket for every 20 bought, 
flexibility for group members 
to visit different parks on the 
same day, free ticket delivery, 
no deposit and no 
cancellation fee (terms apply). 

Early booking benefits 
include significant savings on 
tickets and free coach 
parking. 

For details call group 
reservations 00 33 | 60 30 20 
70 or e-mail 
dip.cro.uk.groups@disney.com 


@ More on coach tourism in 
routeONE ON TOUR, 
published every month for 
coach operators. The next 
issue is 23 June. Tel: 0870 241 
8745 to be included in the 
circulation. 
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Tempo - prepare to be dazzled 


Introducing the dazzling new Tempo from Optare. Styled for 
maximum passenger appeal, this new generation single 
decker will certainly turn heads - but there’s more to the 
Tempo than just looks. Wide doors and a low floor offer easy 
access; contemporary fabrics, curved handrails and 
‘uplighting’ throughout create a more pleasant ambience; the 
heating system creates a more relaxing travelling environment. 
It's smoother and quieter too, making journeys even more 
enjoyable. As society seeks to tempt motorists from their 


cars, the Tempo’s superior specification provides operators 


with a high quality vehicle designed for the utmost in 


passenger satisfaction. Be enlightened: to find out more 


about the new Tempo, call Optare today on 0113 264 5182. 


Optare Group, Manston Lane, Leeds, LS15 8SU Telephone 0113 264 5182 e-mail bussales@optare.com Website www.optare.com 
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Double Glazed 


e Courier Seat e 

e Seat Back Nets e Ait Conditioning 

e Courier Fridge e 3 Point Seatbelts 

e Wheel Trims e Retarder : 
e Carpets & Curtains 


Call UK Coach & Bus now for more 
information 01709 705570 


Tel: Sales: 03709 705570, Fax: 01709 705569, Service: 01709 705510 Parts: 01709 705520 


Out of Hours Service Number. 07801 027701, Out of Hours Parts Number: 07801 027702 


PUTTING THE BUS IN YOUR @INESS | : 


=> BUSIN 


RENT FROM 6315S Mistral is a leading supplier of Super Low Floor 


vehicles to UK based operators. If you have won 


O 8 7 O ( At 7 eit ; a contract and need a vehicle, our experienced 
team can help you make the right decision for 
your business. Ask about our competitive pricing 


WWW. aa | a tra | — g ro U Dp 2 CO mM on new vehicle sales and our short / long term 


rental packages. We're here to help put the BUS 


Buy from figure based on a new 7.8m Optare Solo. Rent from figure based on a 5 year rental on a 7.8m Optare Solo. 
Offer subject to financial acceptance by Mistral Group (UK) ple. into your BUSINESS. 
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The | 
sea. W hisperer 


Vintage dilemma at Beamish 


THE RENOWNED Beamish Museum is facing a trans- 
port dilemma, The Whisperer hears. It is looking for a 
vintage-appearance bus, but meeting current DDA, to 
ferry passengers around the site. 

It currently operates two open-top vintage replicas. 
Now 20 years old they don’t meet DDA (!), while the 
tram that is also used is a genuine period piece that 
cannot be ‘butchered’. 

So the museum’s bosses are looking for a new repli- 
ca bus, on a modern chassis, but with the appearance 
of a 1913 charabanc on top — complete with wheel- 
chair lift! They need a modern chassis to cope with the 

punishing schedule of seven- 
day use on short distance 
trips, but is also easy to 
maintain. The museum is 
appealing for companies to 
come forward. Anyone who 
can help should contact 

| Sunderland Council, which is 
handling the project. The 
Whisperer wonders if Ann 
Frye could help? 


The wandering 709... 


STAGECOACH, The Whisperer hears, often releases 
buses for sale without repainting them, but the case of 
a Mercedes 709 that reached The Whisperer’s ears 
raised a wry smile. 

Apparently, it was sold from Stagecoach service to a 
dealer, which passed it to another dealer, who in turn 
sold it to an operator. However, it was then sold to 
another operator, and, still decorated in Stagecoach 
stripes, was finally put into service. And the new opera- 
tor? The rather unfortunately-named Slo Coach of 
Motherwell. 

The Whisperer hears that our friends in Perth were 
not amused! 


Passenger comes clean 


NATIONAL EXPRESS has received a letter from a North 
Wales customer, admitting that two years ago he 
“deliberately slept” on a London-Chester coach and 
ended up in Blackpool, The Whisperer hears. 

Enclosing £16 for the difference he asked: “Please 
forgive me and do not prosecute me.” The good folks 
at Nat Ex have promised not to, but thanked him for 
his payment. 


The Editor would be delighted to receive your 
opinions either by e-mail: 
mike.morgan@route-one.net or fax: 0870 241 
8891 or by post to: Mike Morgan, Editor, 
routeONE, Expo Publishing, Suite 4, Century 
House, Towermead Business Park, Fletton, 
Peterborough PE2 9DY 


14 9 June 2005 routeONE 


Letters 


Blueways Coaches responds 


FURTHER to your recent article re 
Victory Tours (routeQNE, News, 2 June) | 
thought it important to clearly state the 
facts surrounding my companies 
involvement with Victory Tours. 

In the autumn of 2004 Blueways 
Guideline Coaches was approached by 
Michael Meyjes to identify whether 
there was an interest in our selling the 
company to Blackgate Enterprise Ltd. 
The commercial rationale behind this 
made sense on the basis of the 
information presented and after several 
months of negotiations we decided to 
explore a joint venture. As part of this a 
new ‘potential’ holding company was 
formed, Blueways Victory Ltd and we 
changed the name of Blueways 
Guideline Coaches Ltd to Blueways 
Victory Coaches London Ltd in the same 
way Adams Bros was going to change its 
trading style from Victory Tours to 
Blueways Victory Coaches Dorset. This 
was to coincide with a change in vehicle 
logo style and colour. The rational 
behind this being the marketing benefits 
of the inter-changeability of vehicles on 
certain contracts. 

An application for an O-Licence for 
Blueways Victory was made but the 
process was not completed since 
information on the financial problems at 
Victory started to become apparent. At 
no time was a licence refused. 
Furthermore this company has never 
traded. Our accountants are currently in 
the process of closing it as a legal entity 
since it is dormant and no longer 
needed. 

Whilst Mr Meyjes was associated with 
Blueways Victory Ltd he, Blackgate 
Enterprises and Adams Bros have never 
held management positions in or owned 
shares in Blueways Victory Coaches 
London Ltd which has now changed its 
name to Blueways Coaches London Ltd. 

During the spring of this year | 
purchased South Dorset Coaches Ltd 
and Mr Meyjes, Adams Bros and 
Blackgate do not own this company nor 
do they have any involvement in it. 

Since Blueways are the largest creditor of 
Adams Brothers through the support it has 
given to try and enable the company to 
restructure, there are some facts | am aware 
of that are also incorrect in your article: 


Adams Bros was acquired in 
September 2004 via a leveraged buy out 
which meant that all the cash leaves the 
company by way of sale proceeds. 
Money was injected by the new owners 
but this was swallowed up in an 
unplanned site move. 

Winter sales in 2004 were lower than 
normal since at the time of the purchase 
various contracts on the booking system 
were in fact incorrect and when this was 
identified it was too late to replace the 
business. 

The combined effect of this, and 
problems that were experienced by 
another activity of the parent company 
lead to a cash shortage. 

Mr Meyjes withdrew from the day to 
day running of the business in April 
whilst he sort to try and organise a 
mechanism to ensure the repayment of 
all creditors. 

During the period between then and 
the end of May | took on paying a large 
number of the costs or running Adams 
and streamlined it incorporating a 
number of jobs with those in my 
companies to justify the costs involved. 
In this regard Stuart McGill took on the 
role of GM of South Dorset and Adams 
following the departure of John Morris 
on the 17 May. 

All the administration was also 
temporarily combined with that of 
Blueways to ensure a reduction of costs, 
hence the use of Blueways when the 
telephones were answered. | would 
reiterate this exercise made Blueways 
the largest creditor of Adams Bros. 

On the 17 May a meeting with Dorset 
County Council was convened to clarify 
Adams position and to ensure they were 
aware of the routes that Blueways/South 
Dorset could keep servicing. Incorrect 
information was imparted at this meeting 
which was subsequently corrected by 
myself in discussions with Dorset County 
Council. 

In all of this Janet Bruton and | have 
acted independently and with the best 
interests of the customers, employees 
and creditors of Adams Bros in mind. 


Tom Mckechnie, 
Director, 
Blueways Coaches, London 


{or 
Rewardins the oper” 


Individual Tickets 
Table of 12 
Booking Line 
Email 

By Post 


Have you booked yet: 


Date 5th October 2005 
Time 7.00pm Pre Dinner Drinks Reception 
Place National Motorcycle Museum, 
Birmingham 
Dress Code Dinner Jacket/Evening Dress 


§/0 + VAT 

§750 + VAT 

0870 241 8745 
ricky.dent@route-one.net 
Expo Publishing, 

Suite 4, 

Century House, 
Towermead Business Park, 
Fletton, 

Peterborough 

PE2 9DY 


Visit our website www.route-one-excellenceawards.net to download 
your ticket/table order form or contact Ricky Dent on 0870 241 8745 
or email ricky.dent@route-one.net for further details. 
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Moving skills forward 


Tachograph and drivers’ hours offences plus 
| prohibitions have led to Reliance of Lutton 

having its licence temporarily suspended and 

the number of vehicles cut, and the firm has 
| been warned about its attitude 


N THEIR fourth 
t appearance before the 

Traffic Commissioner 
in four years, June and 
Anthony Head and Sandra 
Johns, trading as Reliance 
Coaches (Alec Head) 
Partnership, of Lutton, 
Peterborough, have had 
their licence cut from 35 
vehicles to 25, and 
suspended until those 25 
vehicles have passed a 
fresh MoT test on first 
presentation. 

The action results from 
convictions for driver’s hours 
and tachograph_ offences, 
together with a number of 
prohibition notices. — In 
addition, Traffic ©Comm- 
issioner Tom Macartney, 
sitting as a Deputy in the 
Eastern Traffic Area, gave the 
firm until the end of the 
month to provide satisfactory 
financial evidence or face 
having their licence revoked. 

Reliance had been called 
before a Cambridge 
disciplinary inquiry and the 
Deputy Commissioner said all 
three partners clearly felt 
aggrieved and believed that 
there was some sort of 
conspiracy against them by 
VOSA officers and Traffic Area 
staff. The traffic examiner had 
been subjected to a personal 
attack and aggressive cross- 
examination with accusations 
of dishonesty, bias and 
unprofessional conduct; she 
was vindicated on all accounts. 

Mr Macartney told the 
partners that they had to 
appreciate that Reliance 
Coaches was out of step with 
the rest of the transport 
world. While they continued 


to rail against perceived 
injustices, yet failed to run 
their own operation 


effectively, they would never 


achieve the normal working 
relationship with VOSA and 
Traffic Area staff which was 
enjoyed by every other 
operator. VOSA staff, he was 
certain, would remain 
impartial and neutral when 
dealing with the firm in the 
future. However, that did not 
mean that they should be 
intimidated by an operator 
who had instructed solicitors 
and representatives in the past 
to take a belligerent stance 
towards VOSA officials. 

There were a total of 62 
drivers’ hours and tachograph 
convictions recorded against 
the firm and its drivers. He 
accepted that 77% of the 
offences were for the 
incorrect use of the mode 
switch, and that there was no 
evidence that that had hidden 
other drivers’ hours offences, 
but it made it impossible to 
determine whether drivers 
were taking their correct 
breaks. 

The long list of convictions 
were a great concern in 
themselves. The partners had 
pointed out that where the 
convictions were for 
insufficient daily rest, they 
nearly all stemmed from 
drivers either going to or 
coming back from the 
Continent and failing to take 
into account the one-hour 
time difference. Mr Macartney 
took the view that a firm that 
tendered that as an excuse 
seemed to lack experience in 
the industry, exhibit a lack of 
knowledge, or to be 
exercising inadequate 
management, and believed 
that the last explanation was 
the most likely. A firm that 
was carrying out Continental 
trips as a core part of its 
business, whose drivers were 
accustomed to travelling to 


the Continent, should not be 
surprised by the one hour 
time difference. 

The prohibitions were not 
numerous, given the size of 
the fleet, but the firm’s 
attitude was that it was not 
blameworthy. The two 
prohibitions issued in April 
2003 for defective tyres, one 
of which was ‘S’ marked, after 
delivering children to school, 
were attributed to guide rails 
on the coach wash damaging 
the tyres, for which the firm 
did not consider _ itself 
blameworthy. There was a 
prohibition in July 2004 for 
jammed emergency doors, 
but the firm reckoned the 
doors weren't really jammed, 
as a strong adult male could 
open them by applying 
physical force; they just 
couldn't be opened by people 
of less robust physique or by 
females. It was thought 
acceptable that the doors 
could be unstuck by a liberal 
application of WD40 and the 


firm did not feel great 
responsibility for that 
prohibition. In January a 


vehicle was presented for 
annual test with eight out of 
10 wheelnuts missing. The 
firm felt that the individual 
fitter/driver presenting the 
vehicle bore full responsibility 
and that they did not. 

That failure to accept 
responsibility seemed to 
indicate the way in which the 
three partners had failed to 
take control or exercise 
responsibility. 

Reliance Coaches had a 
first-time pass rate at annual 
test which was above the 
national average and a 
prohibition rate below the 
national average, which it 
seemed to find comforting. 
Mr Macartney took limited 
comfort in a first time pass 
rate of 79%. That meant that 
vehicles, having been 
prepared for annual test, were 
in their best condition for the 
whole year, so it must be 
assumed that those vehicles 
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Repute was severely tarnished, but it was not lost 


were in a rather worse 
condition for the other 364 
days of the year. If 21% of the 
fleet failed to achieve the 
minimum standard of the 
annual test, it was a concern. 

He took account of the 
lower rate of prohibitions at 
roadside checks. However, he 
had to counterbalance that 
with the ‘S’ marked 
prohibitions for which the firm 
did not feel responsible. He 
noted that the firm had a 
history which included a 
wheel becoming detached 
from a school bus in May 2001 
and a coach swerving from 
side to side because of a 
dangerous defect in August 
2002. That placed the ‘S’ 
marked prohibition in 
perspective, particularly as the 
tyre defects were on a vehicle 
which had just delivered 
children to school. 

The 2005 prohibition was 
for a vehicle in its best 
condition of the whole year 
being presented for annual 
test by a fitter whose 


responsibility was to prepare 
and present vehicles for MoT. 
The wheel was in imminent 
danger of detachment. The 
fitter accepted responsibility 


at the time and was 
disciplined. However, it clearly 
indicated the lack of 


managerial control and a 
failure to accept full 
responsibility on the part of 
the firm for such a serious 
incident. 

The firm had come to the 
conclusion, during the Public 
Inquiry, that professional 
tachograph analysis would be 
a good idea. 

It was staggering, he said, 
that an operator who had 
suffered 62 convictions for 
tachograph offences in 2003 
should only come to that 
conclusion so late in the day. 

He took account of the 
many remedial measures that 
had been put in place and 
undertakings to have 
professional tachograph 
analysis, systems audits by the 
FTA and random mechanical 
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inspections by the FTA of one 
vehicle every three months. 
That was sufficient for him to 
find that though the repute of 
the firm and its three partners 
was severely tarnished, it was 
not lost. 

Finally, the Commissioner 
warned that the firm had now 
been to four Public Inquiries 
between 2001 and 2005 and 
that another public inquiry in 
the next five years should 
bring with it an expectation 
that draconian action would 
be necessary in the public 
interest. 


Revocation and disqualification for Norbus 


| Liverpool-based Norbus and 
| directors were disqualified with immediate | 
| effect from holding or obtaining a PSV O- | 
| licence in any Traffic Area indefinitely after 


its three | 


the company’s licence was revoked at a St | 


| Helens Public Inquiry 


NORBUS Travel _ Ltd, 
trading as Norbus, of 
Newstet Road, Knowsley 
Industrial Park, Liverpool, 
had been called before 
the North Western Traffic 
Commissioner Beverley 
Bell because of concerns 
over vehicle maintenance, 
the forgery of maint- 
enance’ records and 
complaints from Mersey- 
travel about service 
reliability and the level of 
revenue returns. 

The Commissioner was 
also considering the repute 
of the nominated Transport 
Managers Robert Farley and 
Dennis Donoghue. 

During a fleet inspection 
over three days in February 
14 vehicles were examined 
and || immediate and three 
delayed prohibitions issued. 
The company’s fitter had 
admitted to the vehicle 
examiner under caution that 
the maintenance records had 
been fabricated. 

For the company, 
Jonathan Backhouse said 
that it was accepted that the 
maintenance had not been 
up to standard but the 
company had been unaware 
that the records were 


fraudulent. Mr Donoghue 
had only just joined the 
company at the time of the 
maintenance investigation 
as a replacement for Mr 
Farley, who lived in 
Kidderminster. 

The company took issue 
with Merseytravel as there 
was a lack of detail in its 
complaints and they would 
like more detail of the 
individual issues, said Mr 
Backhouse. There had been 
a long standing dispute 
between the two going back 
to 2002. 

The Commissioner said 
that it only came to be 
considered by her if it 
affected the delivery of 
registered services. 

What interested her was 
whether the company had 
operated its local services in 
accordance with _ their 
registered particulars. 

Mr Backhouse said that 
the company had done so 
until 2 March when 
Merseytravel put up notices 
in the bus station saying that 
the not 
operating its services and 
told passengers the same. 

As a result they had few 
passengers on their services 


company was 


and it became fruitless to 
operate. “It is a can of 
worms,” commented the 
Commissioner. 

Asked what was 
happening now, Mr 
Backhouse said that the 
company was effectively not 
operating and had no 
intention of operating in the 
future. 

Director John Hale had no 
interest in operating psv 
vehicles again as he had 
other business interests. The 
other directors were Lyn 
Hale and Lee Hale. 

Lyn Hale was only 
responsible for invoicing. Lee 
Hale drove on occasions and 
had no directorship 
responsibilities. 

The Commissioner 
pointed out that all directors 
had a responsibility to ensure 
compliance with the law. 

Following a short 
adjournment, Mr Backhouse 
said that it was agreed that 
the Merseytravel position 
was that many of the issues 
were similar to those 
experienced with other 
operators but were more 
common with Norbus than 
with other operators. 

Drops in revenue on some 
services were a matter of 
concern but that had been 
dealt with at a meeting in 
December. 

The cancellation _— of 
services at the beginning of 
March was also a concern. 

In reply to the 
Commissioner, Mr _ Back- 


house said that drivers had 
been dismissed for pocketing 
money given to them by 
passengers. 

Asked about the 
employment of Mr Farley, 
John Hale said that he had 
had a three month contract. 
He had started about the 
third week in October and 
he had resigned towards the 
end of December. Mr 
Donoghue had taken over 
on 27 January. 

Making the revocation and 
disqualification orders with 
immediate effect, the 
Commissioner said that she 
found that the company no 
longer met the requirement 
to be of good repute. 

She was also minded to 
direct that the repute of 
both Transport Managers 
had been lost but she would 
give them 28 days in which 
to make written represent- 
ations about that. 

Finally, the Commissioner 
said that it was unfortunate 
that the company’s 
Managing Director and the 
Transport Managers had not 
been interviewed about the 
fabricated maintenance 
records to establish their 
responsibility in that matter. 

She had concerns in the 
North Western Traffic Area 
that numbers of 
maintenance records were 
forged, fabricated or not 
authentic and she would be 
asking VOSA to bring any 
such suspicions to her 
attention. 


BRITON 235 


VEHICLE LIFT 


The only British owned mobile lift manufacturer 


Do not buy any other mobile column lift before speaking to us, we cannot 
be beaten on price 


32 tonne lifting capacity per set of 4 
Guarantee to beat any genuine like for like quotation by £500 
Contact Richard Baxendale or Gary Mason 
Tel: 0845 644 9303 gary@britonuk.com 


Fax: 0845 644 9304 www.britonuk.com 
3, Poplar Business Units, Poplar Road, Cleethorpes DN35 8BL North East Lincolnshire 
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Problems over six local services have led to 
Wrexham-based Pats Coaches Ltd being 
ordered to pay a penalty of £1,275 


PATS Coaches of The 
Bungalow, Gatewen Road, 
New Broughton, Wrexham, 
had been called before the 
Welsh Deputy Comm- 
issioner Roger Seymour at 
an Oswestry Public Inquiry. 
It has a 17 vehicle O-licence. 
At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that it was a 
fairly simple issue in that there 
was an allegation that the 
company was operating a 
service that was not registered. 
VOSA Bus Compliance 
Officer Nesta Jones said she 
had carried out a routine 
monitoring exercise on the 
company’s Wrexham Town 
Link service over 10 days in 
December and January at five 
locations. As it was an 
unregistered service, she had 
monitored the service against 
the public timetable. Some 36 
departures were monitored 
giving rise to 56 irregularities. 
There were 18 punctuality 
issues, two failures to operate 
and 16 journeys that ran early, 
giving a 50% punctuality rate. 
On 12 occasions no destination 
board was displayed and on 26 
an incorrect PSV O-licence 
identity disc was being 
displayed, the discs being for a 
licence that had been 
surrendered. In reply to the 
Deputy Commissioner, Mrs 
Jones said she was aware that 
the company now had six 
registered services, including 
the Town Link service. 
Questioned by Jonathan 
Backhouse, for the company, 
Mrs Jones said that nine 


Is your fleet in need of an update? 


Want to reduce your bank overdraft? 


destination blind __ failures 
occurred on 13 January. She 
had on occasions seen the bus 
turn short of the Plas Coc Retail 
Park but she could not say that 
that had occurred on the 
occasions when she was saying 
that it had failed to operate. 


‘Apart from one 
vehicle, they 
did not have 
dedicated 
service vehicles’ 


Director Keith Davies said 
Pats Coaches was established 
by his mother and father in 
1977. The business operated as 
a partnership until 2002, when 
the limited company was set 
up. The original partnership 
licence continued to run in 
parallel with the company’s 
licence until November 2004. 
Mr Backhouse said there had 
been no benefit running two 
licences, as they did not need 
the extra discs, but it was just 
that the five-year fee did not 
expire until November 2004. 
Mr Davies said they only ever 
operated I5 vehicles. He 
agreed that they had had 34 
licence identity discs, but said 
they had never used that many. 

Mr Davies said the Town 
Link service had been started 
by the partnership in 1998 
when another operator pulled 
out of the route. They had not 
realised that they needed to re- 
register the service when the 


limited company was formed, 
as they felt that it was being 
operated by the same people 
and was effectively the same 
business. He now realised that 
was wrong. He agreed that all 
six local services had been being 
operated in an unregistered 
state. 

He could give no concrete 
reason for the failure to operate 
at Wrexham Bus Station on 16 
December, said Mr Davies. In 
relation to the failure to operate 
at the Plas Coc Retail Park, the 
driver tended not to go down 
to the bus stop when there 
were no passengers waiting. 

The failure to display 
destination boards was on a 
vehicle that did not normally do 
that service and he could only 
think that the destination board 
was not swapped over. Most of 
their work was private hire and 
tours and, apart from one 
vehicle, they did not have 
dedicated service vehicles. The 
Deputy Commissioner said that 
he felt that vehicles used on 
service work should all be 
equipped to operate on any of 
the services. Either that or the 
drivers should sign the 
destination boards out. 

The Deputy Commissioner 
said the company should give its 
drivers written instructions. Its 
system had failed on this 
occasion and he needed to be 
satisfied that it was not going to 
fail in the future when out of 
ordinary circumstances arose, 
such as a breakdown or an 
accident. The company had to 
have a system where 
everybody knew what their 
responsibilities and obligations 
were. Drivers had a right to 
know the framework within 
which they were working. 


Mr Davies undertook to give 
written instructions to drivers, 
including the use of destination 
boards, countersigned by the 
drivers; and to give written 
details of the system to be used 
to the Deputy Commissioner 
within 28 days. 

He said that the early running 
had predominantly been at the 
Maelor Hospital. Some times 
the bus could be late or early, 
depending on traffic and the 
driver had been instructed to 
park up if early. However, there 
was a level crossing close by 
that could lead to delays and if 
the bus parked up it could be 
five minutes late going through 
High Street. The Deputy 
Commissioner took a serious 
view of early running. 

Asked what monitoring was 
carried out by the company, Mr 
Davies said that his mother 
monitored the services on an 
occasional basis. In addition 
they had just reached an 
agreement with another 
operator to monitor their 
services, using that operator’s 
inspectors. He would provide a 
copy of that agreement to the 
Deputy Commissioner within 
28 days. 


‘Mr Davies said 
that his mother 
monitored the 
services on an 

occasional basis’ 


The regular driver of the 
Town Link service, Wayne 
Williams, apologised to both 
the Deputy Commissioner and 
Pats Coaches for the 
inconvenience caused through 


court report 


£ ‘ 275 penalty for Pats Coaches 


his mistakes. He had offered his 
resignation when the matters 
first came to light. 

Mr Backhouse said that 
there had not been any adverse 
monitoring reports in relation 
to the other five registered 
services and that the majority of 
the early running was only a 
matter of two minutes. 

In his decision, the Deputy 
Commissioner said that he 
noted the undertakings and it 
was on these that he had based 
his decision. The undertakings 
reflected the fact that the 
company and its directors took 
seriously the issues raised. 

It had been acknowledged 
that all six services had been 
operated when effectively not 
registered. That was due to an 
avoidable oversight, rather 
than an attempt to circumvent 
the registration of services for 
financial gain. The business 
could in fact have obtained a 
rebate if the partnership’s 
licence had been surrendered 
when the company’s licence 
was granted. The fact that it 
was a management oversight, 
as was the fact that only 20% 
of the company’s business was 
running registered services, 
was reflected in the penalty he 
was imposing. 

The one service monitored 
revealed serious 
shortcomings. The maximum 
penalty he could have 
imposed was £550 per 
authorised vehicle, a total of 
£9,350. However, he felt that 
£75 per vehicle was the 
appropriate penalty. Finally, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
directed the Bus Compliance 
Officer to carry out a further 
monitoring exercise in about 
six months’ time. 


EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS 


Need to reduce your outgoings? 


Looking to borrow between 
£26,000 and. £250,000? 


Email: finance @ coachlease.co.uk 
www.coachlease.co.uk 
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WITH EXPERT FINANCE 


Coachlease has the answers. 
We talk your language. 


All Finance 
Packages 
available 

SUBJECT TO STATUS 

Part Exchange 
Welcome 


Special 


discounts on 
straight sales 


For further details of a comprehensive second 
hand stock list visit our website on 
www.caetano.co.uk 


New Enigma B | 2B Hi Shift and or contact one of our Regional Sales Managers 
° hn D 07720 559547 
B12M Auto/Manual Now in Stock camara 


Wilf Lewis 07860 100222 


49/53 seater ® Continental Door ® Air Conditioning ® Powered 
Head Office Russell Moon 01530 263333 


Side Lockers ® Tinted Double Glazing ® Blaupunkt Stereo 


Britain’s favourite midi-coach 
Style, comfort, practicality — another unbeatable package 


Up to 33 seats 

' Standard or large locker versions 

ie Full coach interior trim 

-~ \ aN au Three point seatbelts 

* ; Backed by the pedigree of PLAXTON, commanding almost 
— WEF 100 years of building coaches for discerning clients. 


A few now available from stock — 
for an unbeatable deal, call NOW 
Part-exchange welcome 


Plaxton Limited Coach Sales Centre, Crossroads, Anston, Sheffield, S25 4€S 
Tel: OI909 SSIIG6 Fax: OISN09 567994 wiuiw.plaxtonlimited.co.uk 
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What are the latest product and service innovations that could make my 
The ‘show me business more effective or cost efficient? What could improve our service 
to existing customers and generate more business? Imagination is a 
h t J h great thing, but there’s no substitute to see first hand what's new in the 
OW 0 $ ow market place. Come to the NEC this October and speak face to face to 
leading suppliers in the coach and bus industry, all under one roof. 
Just another good reason to be part of Coach & Bus Live 2005. 


To pre-register for fast track entry and full details about 
your chance to win a luxury weekend for two in Rome, visit: 
www.coachandbuslive.com 


Coach & Bus Live, NEC Birmingham. Wednesday 5th —Thursday 6th October 2005 
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French are revolting 


So ze French they say “non.” The Dutch have followed suit. There seems to 
have been some surprise that France has voted this way. Our only surprise is 


that some people are surprised. However, for the purposes of this article, let 
us concentrate on the Gallic decision 


Loser: French President Jaques Chirac 


HETHER THE French 
vote to reject the 
European Constitution 


was good for Britain is, of 
course, still open for debate. We 
would however counsel against 
the “antis” out there getting too 
excited just yet. All the Euro 
Directives, which were coming 
your way from Brussels still are, 
and are likely to continue to do 
so. If there is to be a break up of 
any sort (we shall discuss the 
options at another time) then 
we must assume that it will be 
later rather than sooner. 

In the meantime, the truth is that 
the French have voted against a 
more open and deregulated Europe. 
They have voted for a continuation 
of state involvement, state aid and, 
some might say (and indeed already 
have said), self-protection. All of this 
goes against many MEPs’ views of an 
EU aimed at opening markets and 
breaking down barriers. 

However, if we are honest, most 
of us thought it very amusing that 
the French Government did not get 
its own way, whatever our European 
views. There is nothing the public 
like more than being told how to 
vote by their country’s senior 
politicians — and then doing the 
exact opposite! “Ha ha, it’s about 
time we told them who really is the 
boss” we think to ourselves. 

But is this a good thing? 

How many of the French 
electorate really voted on the 


content of the Treaty itself, do you 
think? What percentage of them 
actually read it? Very few, we would 
dare to venture. 

The truth of the matter is that 
referendums are rarely decided 
upon by how people feel (or even 
less, what they know) about the 
issue in question. More likely they 
tend to reflect the electorate’s 
confidence — or otherwise — in the 
government of the day. The real 
issue itself gets lost therefore. 

With this in mind, let us take a 
long hard look at ourselves and how 
we might react if there was, say, a 
referendum on the introduction of 
the Euro for instance. 

Not that there will be for some 
time of course. While Mr Brown has 
put in place his five economic 
criteria to be met before any vote 
could take place (can anybody 
remember what they are?), the 
sixth, and most important, yet 
unspoken, criterion laid down by Mr 
Blair — namely that they will only go to 
the polls if they think that they will 
win - still seems some way off. 

But, yet again, this column 
digresses. 

Think carefully: would your vote 
be placed after taking into account 
the economic positives and negatives 
of an integrated European currency; 
or are you more likely to vote on 
what your gut feeling is about 
Europe and how you feel about the 
Prime Minister of the day? Or 
maybe you would vote along party 


lines? Answers on a post card — or 
indeed a voting slip — please. 

Of course, as intelligent readers of 
route , you will no doubt study 
the issues carefully and vote 
accordingly. But would that be true 
of most of the British voting public? 
Should we really let the man in the 
street (just look around you as you 
are reading this) loose to vote on 
something as fundamental as this? 

Surely that is why we employ 
politicians? We have told them 
roughly the lines on which we would 
like them to run the country; now is 
it not up to them to go away and do 
it? After all, we haven't got time to 


205/75R 17.5 


315/80R 22.5 
315/80R 22.5 
315/80R 22.5 


Uniroyal 


215/75R 17.5 Uniroyal £73.00 
11R 22.5 Premium New £108.00 
295/80R 22.5 New From £116.00 
295/80R 22.5 Regal £159.00 
295/80R 22.5 Continental £173.00 
295/80R 22.5 Michelin £199.00 
305/75R 24.5 Goodyear £275.00 
315/80R 22.5 Goodyear £189.00 


Regal 
Michelin 
New 


read treaty after treaty and to 
scrutinise detailed economic papers. 
We have businesses to run for 
goodness sake! 

On the other hand of course, 
there is the view that, living in a 
democracy, fundamental political 
questions that affect the future of 
our country (the Euro, the EU 
Constitution, coach parking etc.) 
should always be decided by the 
electorate rather than the elected. 

What do you think? Let’s run a 
referendum through our letters 
pages. Or are you just not interested 
and are happy to leave Westminster 
Watch to decide for you? 


£169.00 
£259.00 
From £135.00 


More Stock Available 


All prices are subject to VAT and availability 


Tel: 0800 298 4755 
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There is proven virtue in equipping 
your staff with the skills to ensure 
they provide a better service to the 
public, according to lan Wilson, 
head of Manchester-based 
Transtech Training Services. Mike 


Morgan reports 


operators predominantly located in 
the North West. Indeed, such is 
Transtech’s relationship with its 
customers, that it has regular work 
with some of the region’s larger 
operators that regularly sees a 
Transtech training bus parked 
overnight on operator’s premises 
rather than make the trek back to its 
base within the Openshaw Campus of 
the Manchester College of Arts and 
Technology (MANCAT) — one of the 
largest further education colleges in 


In addition to Mr Wilson, course 
leaders are Geoffery Brown, Victor 
Cheetwood, Shaun Mcarthy, John 
Allen, and Grahame Gould, 
representing a team that has grown 
to meet the industry’s training needs 
over the past eight years, though Tim 
Daly and John Nolan, stalwarts from 
the days when Bennett Street 
boasted the country’s last remaining 
PSV skid pan, have moved on to 
other things. 

Indeed, it was a brave move when 


lan Wilson: “training shows that a company cares about its staff” 


UALITY of service in the 
coach and bus industry is 
coming more of an issue 
than ever before. Operators are 
investing in new vehicles, and 
training is being pushed up the 
agenda. 

That’s the premiss that has not only 
kept Manchester-based Transtech 
afloat since it spun away from the 
former Greater Manchester Buses 
Bennett Street Training School when 
Stagecoach moved in to take over 
what was then Greater Manchester 
Buses South in 1997, but has seen it 
thrive with the introduction of new 
courses that focus on promoting 
excellence among coach and bus 
industry staff. 

There are those who regard 
training as a necessity born out of 
legislation, but as head of Transtech, 
lan Wilson, is keen to point out: 
“There is proven virtue in equipping 
your staff with the skills to ensure 
they provide a better service to the 
public.” 

The strength of Transtech is its staff 


who collectively have an impressive 
depth of experience that the whole 
coach and bus industry can tap into. 
Courses available include: 
One-day defensive driving 
One-day Drivers’ Hours and 
tachograph training 
Two-day excellence in coach 
driving 
One-day excellence in customer 
service 
Half-day hazard perceptions skills 
PCV and LGV driver training 
PCV driving instructor NVQ 
level 3 
Re-registration of driving 
instructors 
Road Passenger Transport NVQ 
level 2 
These courses are built on the 
original foundation provided by the 
former Bennett Street Training School 
—i.e. driver training. 

Transtech has its own fleet of 
vehicles — a DAF $B220-chassied 
Optare Delta, and two Plaxton- 
bodied Volvo BIOM coaches — which 
are kept busy meeting demand from 
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the UK. Mr Wilson approached MANCAT 


Profile 


excellence 


with the idea that it should take PSV 
industry training under its wing — 
albeit as a commercial proposition — 
at a time when the trend was to cut 
back on this essential part of coach 
and bus operation. 

Nevertheless, they didn’t have to 
wait long before the pendulum 
started to swing back in favour of 
training with demand coming from 
throughout the UK - not just the 
North West. Initially it was that 
scourge of the industry — driver 
shortage, that generated demand. 
Alongside driver training came the 
need to train the trainers, and the on- 
going requirement for those trainers 
to keep up to date. 

However, Transtech had already 
spotted a niche for short courses 
tailored to meet specific needs. 

Escalating insurance premiums have 
forced operators to focus on ways 
and means of improving their claims 
experience. Hence the offer of a one- 
day course in defensive driving. As 
with all its course offerings, Transtech 


will come to the operator’s own 
premises and train staff on their own 
vehicles if required. The aim is to 
make driver’s more safety conscious, 
and therefore cut the number of 
accidents. Encouraged by the take-up, 
Transtech then added to its portfolio 
another one-day course — hazard 
perception, aimed at honing driver’s 
skills still further. 

Meanwhile there’s an ongoing need 
among coach operators to ensure 
that drivers are informed and up-to- 
date when it comes to Drivers’ Hours 
and tachographs, so Transtech is 
geared up to provide the necessary 
training, and will, according to Mr 
Wilson, be well-equipped to step-in 
with an appropriate course when 
digital tachographs are introduced. 

It is well-known that further 
changes in legislation driven by the EU 
are in the pipeline, and as each new 
Directive emerges from the Brussels 
Bureaucratic sausage machine, 
Transtech aims to be on hand with an 
appropriate training package to avoid 
the potential nightmares that look 
likely when new Drivers’ Hours rules 
are on-stream or the Driver Training 
Directive comes into effect. 

That’s not to say that Transtech is 
sitting back waiting for legislation to 
determine is programme. It has 
already tapped into the growing band 
of coach operators who recognise 
that better trained staff can have a 
positive affect on customer 
satisfaction, and a further 
consequential affect on bottom line 
performance. 

Branded as courses in Excellence, 
there are two options in the present 
prospectus that are winning 
popularity in the coach world. 

Excellence in Coach Driving is a 
two-day programme designed for 
drivers of varying experience who 
want to develop their coach driving 
skills to a higher level. On day one the 
course covers customer care, 
customer safety, legal responsibilities, 
planning and preparation, fitness to 
drive, and driving skills. Day two 
concentrates on on-the-road 
performance with an interactive 
feedback session rounding off the two 
days. Transtech recommends a 
driver/tutor ratio of 4:1. Maynes of 


Classroom-based learning conducted on MANCAT Openshaw campus 


Manchester was first to sign up to this 
course in 2003, while recent converts 
are Epsom Coaches and Bakers of 
Biddulph. 

Excellence in Customer Care, 
meanwhile, is better tailored to bus 
operators with Brighton & Hove, 
Warrington Borough Transport and 
Bakers among the takers. 

Mr Wilson reports a definable 
swing in favour of training. Demand 
for the Customer Care course is 
outstripping supply and this is 
explained by recognition among 
operators that something has to be 
done to enable drivers to cope with 
the increasing number of ‘difficult 
situations’ that they have to face. 
However, as Mr Wilson points out: “It 
also shows that the company cares, 
and a lot of companies are seeing that 


they need to reward drivers with a 
course.” 

Compulsory retraining as a result of 
the Training Directive will be a good 
thing, according to the Transtech 
head. “It will improve moral, and 
show drivers that they have a skilled, 
professional job.” 

@ MANCAT also provides training for 
PSV industry engineers at its first-class 
engineering training facility, Motor 
Industry Skills Manchester. It is a 
Centre of Vocational Excellence that 
was Officially opened last month by 
Roger Putman, Chairman of Ford in 
Britain. Although mainly car 
orientated, it has a good heavy vehicle 
training activity, and First Manchester 
is one of its major customers. 

Contact Dave Hayward, CoVE 
Manager, on 0161 953 5995. 


Information and contact 


Courses can be delivered at the Transtech training facility in 


Manchester or on the operator’s premises. 

For further information on any Transtech course contact lan 
Wilson on 0161 230 8577 or call MANCAT’s Course Enquiry 
Team on 0800 068 8585, email: transtech@mancat.ac.uk 
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Go Goodwins Coaches is a 
family firm with five 
generations of experience 
in the coaching industry. It 
prides itself on keeping one 
step ahead, and, as Mike 
Morgan discovers, buying 
an all-singing, all-dancing 
Van Hool T917 is just one 
way of achieving this aim 


F YOU want to turn heads 

there’s one sure-fire 

strategy, and that is to put 
something on the road that is 
big, colourful... and expensive. 

And those who visited Brighton 
for the 2005 UK Coach Rally in April 
won't have failed to have noticed Go 
Goodwins’ big |3.84-metre Van 
Hool T917 Astron integral, which 
was colourfully painted in a metallic 
version of the England and Wales 
Cricket Board’s predominantly blue 
livery... and, for those who asked 
the question: how expensive?’ - it 
cost a cool £320,000. 

This coach was within a whisker 
of winning the coveted Coach of the 
Year trophy, but nevertheless carried 
off the award for the Best Executive 
Coach, having attracted many 
admiring glances in its dedicated 
livery and its bespoke interior for 
the ECB contract. It was Go 
Goodwin's third success in the 
Executive class, which is no mean 
achievement for a | 2-vehicle family 
business. 

Goodwins is based in Eccles, 
Manchester. It is run by the 


Three generations: Wes, Geoff, and Alan Goodwin 
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Going places: Go Goodwins sponsorship of Altrincham FC is symptomatic o 


Goodwin family, which can boast 
five generations of coach operating 
experience. And a visit to the 
company will see Alan Goodwin still 
very busy around the yard some 48 
years after first passing his PSV test, 
while present Managing Director, 
Geoff, prefers driving the business 
from his vantage position in the 
workshop along with his son, Wes, 
who also shares much of the driving 
of the flag ship Astron. Geoff’s wife, 
Suzanne, very ably runs the office. 
During the 1999 Cricket World 
Cup Goodwins was responsible for 
transporting Sky | Dream Team 
Footballers, the Indian and Pakistani 
Cricket teams, and, having secured 
the England and Wales Cricket 
Board contract, was solely 
responsible for providing coaches 
for all the incoming cricket teams, in 
2003 carrying England, South Africa, 
Zimbabwe, India, Pakistani male and 
female cricket teams. The high-spec 
Scania Century acquired for this 
work has now been sold after four 
years to Anthony’s Travel, because 
the business proposition does not 
rely on cascading this type of vehicle 


to other work. Better to obtain 
market value while it is still young. 

Despite its size, Goodwins 
effectively runs three types of 
vehicles — those used on school 
contracts, execs on front-line 
coaching, and the flag-waving super 
exec. However, all reflect the 
Goodwin passion for high standards 
of cleanliness and presentation. The 
contract fleet works on behalf of 
Manchester, Salford and Trafford 
local authorities, and Sale Grammar 
School. The bus-type vehicles used 
on this work are in the process of 
being replaced by second-hand seat- 
belted coaches. Typical is a 1990 
former Shearings Paramount-bodied 
K93 refitted with Comfort Shift 
gearbox and restyled by Blackpool 
Coach Services. 

On the other hand continuous 
upgrade of the main coach fleet has 
resulted in the ECB colours being 
washed across from the execs to 
give a uniform look, and providing 
back-up for the cricket contract that 
can require as many as eight coaches 
at a time. A former Harry Shaw 
Alizee-bodied BIOM is typical, and 


its sporting conncections, though T917 Astron is principally for ECB contract 


the whole fleet has justified 
CoachMarque accreditation. But Go 
Goodwin turns its back on certain 
types of work — no pubs, no single 
sex parties, no weddings, no night 
work, and ‘no’ to most weekend 
jobs. Basically it does not ask its 
drivers to do jobs that the directors 
won't do. 

Doesn't this mean that vehicles 
aren't being fully utilized? Geoff 
Goodwin replied: “If you’re making a 
profit, what is there to be worried 
about?” 

However, pride of place goes to 
the big, colourful and expensive 
Astron, which stands out from the 
pack to the extent that many 
observers ask the question: ‘How 
can they afford to do it?’ 

In essence it boils down to a 
company philosophy that is pushing 
all the time to be one step ahead of 
the game. “Our mission is to provide 
the best quality coaches, always in 
immaculate condition, to provide 
our passengers with an enjoyable, 
safe and relaxing experience while 
touring Great Britain. Our driver’s 
aims are to conduct themselves in a 


Profile 


courteous and professional manner 
at all times,” says Geoff Goodwin. 

It also helps that there’s a 
passionate interest in sport in 
general... and cricket in particular. 
However, as Geoff Goodwin 
explains, it’s a virtuous circle that 
also makes good business. “If we 
didn’t have a vehicle like the Astron 
we wouldn't get the ECB contract, 
and this contract generates work for 
the other coaches, but if we didn’t 
have the other coaches we wouldn't 
be able to pay for the Astron.” 

The Goodwin sporting connection 
does not stop there. It also carries 
Bradford Football Team, Macclesfield 
Football Team, Altrincham Football 
Team, Manchester Phoenix Hockey 
Team, and, during visits to the UK, 
Panathinikos Football Team and 
Olympiakos Football Team. 
Altrincham FC is particularly 
significant because Geoff Goodwin 
became Chairman of the lowly 
Conference (Nationwide) North 
feeder division club three years ago. 
It was a temporary position, but 
promotion to the Conference at the 
end of the 2004/5 campaign has 
cemented his longer-term 
commitment to the club. 

As well as a sporting connection, 
Go Goodwin also has a music 
connection, and it seems it is very 
well known in Los Angeles. Recently 
it carried Justin Timberlake on both 
legs of his Justified tour. Other stars 
to step on board a Go Goodwins 
coach include Christina Aguilera, 
Four Tops, The Temptations , The 
Beach Boys, Alexander O’Neal, 
Shalimar, Rolls Royce, Chic, The Real 
Thing, Andy Williams, David Gates, 
and have many more in the pipeline. 
It has also carried Destiny’s Child, 
Hear’Say and Steps. 

There is, therefore, work for the 
Astron over and above the ECB’s 
requirement, which this year is 
6,000km over 120 days, and with 
such an impressive cast already 
experiencing Go Goodwins-style 
travel, it’s no wonder that the 
company wanted something rather 
special in its new coach. 

Geoff Goodwin says they 
examined everything on the market 
before turning to Van Hool, and he’s 
no doubt that it was the right 
choice. “It’s in another league,” he 
said. “We looked at all other 
products, but wanted something 
with luggage capacity, appeal, and 
quality. Previously we’ve had to buy 
a vehicle and have it converted to 
our spec. This time | wanted it all 
done, and when it comes to Van 
Hool there’s nothing to compare. 

The Astron purchase is symbolic 
of the Go Goodwins approach to >> 


Goodwins T9I7 in detail 


Slim racks 
to improve 
interior 


space 


Cab reflects interior trim 


Automated 
AStronic 
gearbox is 
mated to 
483bhp 
DAF 
engine 


Playstation 
2 provides 
alternative 
way to 
entertain 
passengers 
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Geoff: prefers driving or the workshop to the office 


team spirit and refusal to be beaten. 
Astute signings designed to 
strengthen the squad enabled the 
team to clinch promotion. In the 
case of Go Goodwins, the astute 
signings are more than a £320k 
super exec, it also includes the 
bread and butter vehicles upon 
which the whole operation 
depends. 


business, and it would be 
appropriate at this stage to make a 
sporting analogy. Altrincham FA, for 
example, was in trouble when Geoff 
Goodwin took over as Chairman. A 
strict cost-minded approach has 
ensured that It is now turning the 
corner as far as finances are 
concerned, while on the field 
performances are characterised by 


r } j 


“ Bs V/ 
bp id WZ 


ie. ie 
Suzanne: very ably runs the office 


26 9 June 2005 routeONE 


Profile 


Goodwins T917 
Astron in detail 


Engine: 
Gearbox: 
Length: 
Width: 
Height: 
Wheelbase: 
Fuel capacity: 


Luggage capacity: 


Seating: 


12.6 litre 483bhp DAF XE 335C 

12-speed ZF AStronic 

13.84m 

2.55m 

3.73m 

6.7m 

735 litres 

21 cubic metres 

28 leather trimmed Royal Grand Luxe recliners 


six card tables in main saloon 

two small tables in front partitions 

u-shaped lounge for 10 persons 

rectangular table in centre of lounge 

leather trimmed Grammer Tourea drivers seat 
Heating and 
ventilation: Webasto Thermo 300 
Integrated Sutrak air conditioning 
two 225Ah battery sets 
four Bosch 100A alternators 
two 24/240v Pheonix Combi 24/2500/70 
inverter/battery charges 
landline socket and cable for parallel function 
Catering equipment: three |20-litre fridges 
stainless steel sink, five-litre boiler 
two Sharp microwave ovens, 20-litre freezer 
three 80-litre water tanks 
Smart vacuum installation 
electric pump and Gardena point for coachwash 
Blaupunkt CCU 01 radio/CD player 
TravelPilot DX-V satellite navigation 
Eight monitors, |0-CD changer 
DVD player for whole coach 
DVD player for rear lounge only 
Sky digibox, Playstation2 in rear lounge 
Individual multi-channel headphone modules 


Electrics: 


Vehicle cleaning: 


Audio/visual: 


The football connection 


GO GOODWIN sponsors Altrincham FC, a club with a proud 
hostory, which includes knocking more League sides out of the FA 
Cup than any other curent non-league side. They have also been 
founder members of the Cheshire County, Northern Premier and 
the Alliance/Conference leagues as well as Conference 
(Nationwide) North. 

Altrincham played 2004-05 season in the new Conference 
(Nationwide) North feeder division, which was created between the 
NPL and the Conference National division. They finished fifth and via the 
play-offs won back their National status with victory over Eastbourne 
Borough at Stoke City on 15 May 2005. The Robins also lifted the 
Cheshire Senior Cup in 2005 by beating Crewe Alexandra. 

Altrincham were ever-present in the National Conference from 1979 
until 1997 and regained this status for 1999-2000. However, they were 
relegated once more to the UniBond in May 2000. 

Despite revenue from a good FA Cup run in 2001, the Club is still ina 
financially difficult position with debts to pay off to the Inland Revenue 
and others. As a result, major economies now apply and a cut of 40% on 
the wage-bill was imposed for 2002-03 and retained in 2003-04. 

Geoff Goodwin became Chairman in July 2002, and acquired the 
largest minority shareholdings from former Chairman Gerry Berman in 
April this year. 
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N ARTIST 
impression of the 
Wrightbus 
StreetCar, which 
has been 
developed for 
First's ‘ftr’ project, may appear 
at first glance to be futuristic, 
but in reality it is a natural 
extension of the trends that 
have changed the look of bus 
interiors. 

Not that long ago bus 
passengers were forced to 
perch on bench seats, sharing a 
finite space with others, while 
experiencing the minimum of 
creature comforts into the 
bargain. Meanwhile drivers had 
minimalist provision with 
seating that can best be 
described as basic. That's a 
generalisation, of course, but 
the contrast with the latest 
innovative seat designs couldn't 
be greater. 

For the passenger, it is now 
the norm for seats to be 
moulded for individual comfort. 
Sometimes the padding is a bit 


Coach and bus interiors have changed 
dramatically in recent years. From an 
era of relative austerity where 
practicality was more important than 
comfort and style, the industry has 
swung in favour of making its vehicles 
attractive to passengers... and drivers 


thin as a consequence of seat 
specifications designed to 
combat the on-going plague of 
vandalism. However, there’s no 
doubt that a far more pleasant 
ambience is created by modern 
seats, and more ambitious 
moquette designs, while 
practicality is still key with 
manufacturers tackling the 
need for ease of repair, and the 
emerging provision for 
cantilever seating offers distinct 
advantages when it comes to 
sweeping out the bus at night. 
If buses are becoming more 
customer-friendly, then this is 


no more than a reflection of 
the growing importance placed 
on encouraging the travelling 
public to dismiss the poor 
image of the bus to distant 
memory. 

Coaches, on the other hand, 
have long been the epitome of 
luxury, and the current crop of 
passenger seats mirror the 
need to cosset the passenger in 
much the same way that was 
achieved 50 years ago. 

However, the difference is 
that more is expected of the 
coach seat in terms of safety. 

Now that we have EU-wide 


certification, the UK industry 
has at long last got access to 
seats that slide out into the 
gangway, and the new Setra 
Comfort Class and Volvo 9700 
are among the first to take 
advantage of this facility. 

Yet, it is the coach driver that 
often has the best seat in the 
house with an all-singing, all- 
dancing air-suspension seat the 
norm. These seats are so good 
that the bus sector is rapidly 
appreciating their value in an 
era when operators are forced 
to acknowledge that there are 
distinct advantages in taking 
care of their staff. 

A seat that is comfortable for 
long periods will pay dividends 
whether it is in terms of 
attracting additional passengers 
or retaining and recruiting 
drivers. 

Meanwhile added weight is a 
real issue caused by the 
increased demands put on the 
humble seat, and manufacturers 
are turning their attention to 
ways of reversing the trend. 
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Solutions 


Maintenance Systems 


“a rfe ct Ipswich Buses 
pa rtn ers ! 4— we i 


eerie ~ First Great Western Link 


» 
_ Comfortable, robust , RIVERSIDE INDUSTRIAL PARK 
| RAPIER STREET IPSWICH Ip2 8JX SUFFOLK U.K 
and easy to install. TEL + 44 (0) 1473 604 493 FAX : + 44 (0) 1473 604 493 
The Cogent 
Schoolbus Seat 
achieves all COIF 
dimensions 
with ease. 


They’re 
designed for 
maximum 


space 
utilisation and 
the toughest 
use year after 
year. 


cogent 


Cogent Passenger Seating Limited 
Prydwen Road, Swansea West Industrial Park, Swansea SAS 4HN 
T 01792 585444 F01792 588191 
E enquiries@cogentseating.co.uk www.cogentseating.co.uk 
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\ ESTEBAN sone 


BODYguard2000 


MANTON WOOD BUSINESS PARK 
RETFORD ROAD WORKSOP 
80 2RS 


01909 506 165 


SPECIFICATIONS 

Sizes: 

400mm 425mm 450mm singles 
800mm 850mm 900mm doubles 


All seats are fitted with lap and 
diagonal seat restrainst, which 
conforms to 96-36-EEC. 


OPTIONS 

e Grab Handle 

e Document Nets 
e 4 Point Harness 
e Unwin Fittings 

e Coloured Piping 
e Folding Arm Rest 


The above seat is tested to M2 on Unwins singles at 330mm and doubles at 
660mm centres complete with arm rest and grab handle. 

One of the most important design and safety features of “BODYguard2000" 
is the way in which the seat belt spool is neatly tucked under the seat to 


avoid damage. 


Should any vandalism occur the complete belt can easily be changed. 


Abacus Tubular Products Limited, Abacus 
House, HighLode Industrial Estate, 
Ramsey, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE26 2RB 


Tel: + 44 (0) 1487 710700 Fax: + 44 (0) 1487 710626 


Web Site: www.abacus-tp.com 
E-Mail: info@abacus-tp.com 


guide to.. SCating 


Total service and wide range 


ESTABLISHED in 1984, Abacus has 
rapidly expanded into one of the 
most respected coach, bus, 
minibus, and van seat 
manufacturers in the country. 

Operating from fully self- 
contained manufacturing and 
office premises in Ramsey, 
Cambridgeshire, Abacus offers a 
comprehensive range of seating 
all PSV vehicle types, and offers a 
total service, including, finishing, 
painting, seat covering, and 
installation. 

The company has been 
actively involved in the 
development of many seating 
types, and readily offers advice 
and guidance on all seating 
needs from one-off 


replacements to large quantities. 
Its range are all to M2 spec 

and light-weight. The Bodyguard 

2000 is the tallest in its class, 

giving better back support. 

@ Contact Abacus on 

01487 710700 


An established player 


CHAPMAN Driver Seating is now 
well established as a major 


Nova Urban 


player in the 
bus market. 

Several new 
developments 
focussed on comfort and safety 
for the driver are progressing 
well. 

Having recently secured an 
M2 pass at MIRA with its Nova 
‘Urban’ M2 three-point inte- 
grated seat belt unit, there are 
opportunities to grow further in 
the bus market and move back 
into the coach market. 


The company will be adding 
mechanical suspension and air 
suspension to its range in the 
next few months. 

Sales Director David Faulkner 
said: “While there is increasing 
demand for the existing 
products - Nova Classic and 
Nova Urban - we needed to 
move forward with a more 
comprehensive range that 
serves the exact and some- 
times diverse requirements of 
our global customers. Drivers 
and engineering managers 
have been consulted on 
their requirements in 
order to make the 

sometimes 
difficult task of 
running an urban 
vehicle as 
pleasant as 
possible.” 
Chapman has also 
been active in setting 
new performance 
standards in conjunction 
with several operating 
groups. 

Mr Faulkner said: “as an 
industry we need to 
acknowledge that automotive 
standards need to be applied to 
all aspects of the driver seat - 
you cannot just order a unit 
from a catalogue because it 
fits. 

Legislation will demand 
higher performance standards. 
The knock-on effect will be a 
more contented driver.” 

@ Contact Chapman on 
01908 265030 
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High profile Esteban Thomas Scott: Comfort focus 


& District and Keighley and THOMAS Scott support and ease strain. 
District (pictured). , (Seating) Ltd Comfort functions include 
By working with its customers, has been adjustable lumbar support, 
Esteban has been able to supplying contoured seat cusions, tiltable 
participate in many exciting new drivers seats armrests, backrest recline, 
projects, helping it to develop to the coach height and tilt adjustment and 
new images that stand out from and bus headrest. 
the crowd, while also more industry for All these features allow 
importantly seeing passenger the past infinite adjustment of the seat 
numbers grow. 38 years. to allow maximum comfort for 
Elegant and modern styling, all sizes of driver. 
ample space, and detailed The suspension units (air or 
attention to ergonomics to mechanical) absorb up to 70% 
achieve maximum comfort are of harmful low-frequency 
all integrated at the design vibrations, which would be 
stage. Aware of its environ- transmitted through the driver's 
mental responsibilities, as many spine. 
of the Esteban component parts Air suspension units can be 


Piss as possible are recyclable. supplied in self-levelling or 
a i Esteban provides a complete manual valve versions. 
ESTABLISHED in 1958, Esteban range of seating from drivers The Glasgow-based company Mechanical suspensions are all 
has grown to become a major seats to tip ups. specialises in air and mechanical manually adjusted to each 
global supplier in the passenger Its aim being to provide a suspension seats and can also individual driver. 
seating industry. one-stop shop for the operator supply a range of static (no Thomas Scott says it 
The Esteban client list in the when specifying new vehicles. suspension) seats manufactured continually strives to improve 
UK includes: First Group, Arriva, This is then backed up by a by KAB and Grammer. driver comfort and provide the 
Go-Ahead, Blazefield, National comprehensive warranty and In recent years there has best possible supply and back 
Express, and Lex Transfleet. spare parts service. been a lot of focus on driver up service. 
Among the high-profile @ Contact Esteban 0n 01900 =—s comfort due to Health and Spares are available for most 
applications are the leather seats 477277 and ask for Julian Safety requirements, and allits | seats from stock. 
in Wightbus-bodied Volvos for Grzesiczek or Richard seats have the necessary @ Contact Thomas Scott on 
Blazefield subsidiaries, Harrogate Tommey functions to improve back 0141 763 2120 


www.drivers-seats.com 


Air suspension, mechanical suspension and static seats 
for all bus and coach applications. 


We Can tailor seats to each individual customers require- 
ments i.e. 


@ Various Trims 

@ Armrests 

@ Headrest 

@ Mounting brackets (various) 
@ Integral seat belts 

@ Lap style seat belts 

@ Heated cushions 


THOMAS SCOTT SEATING LTD 
Tel: 0141 763 2120 
Fax: 0141 763 2144 
E-mail: tscottco@aol.com 
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DRIVER SEATING 


The Chapman Bus and Coach driver seat has been setting standards for comfort and durabil- 
ity for decades. Look around any bus depot in the UK, Europe or even the Far East and you 
will soon notice that the majority of drivers seats are Chapman. Why? It’s simple - Chapman 
seats have provided bus and coach operators with a comfortable, robust and serviceable dri- 
ver seat that just keeps on going. All our seating products are designed with comfort, function 
and serviceability in mind. 


What sets Chapman apart from its competitors is its simple and robust design with full spares 
availability. This allows the end user to service and maintain the seat, and in turn, maximise 
the vehicle on-road time and overall life of the seat. 


The latest seat with the Chapman pedigree is the ‘Nova Urban’ setting even higher standards 
in keeping drivers comfortable and vehicles on the road. Manufactured with a robust tubular 

steel framework, the Nova Urban combines robustness, durability and serviceability with new 
improved recline and ‘fore and aft’ slider adjustment. 


Cogent seats in the Enviro 300 School Bus 


@ Robust tubular steel framework 
@ Adjustable armrests and reclining back 

@ Adjustable lumbar support 

@ Choice of covering materials 

@ Flame retardant moulds as standard 

@ Also available are fixed or restricted recline versions 


MAY was a significant month for showcased its new Enviro 300 
Cogent Passenger Seating, School Bus complete with its 
seeing the completion of a seating. It was much admired by 
Management Buyout (MBO) by Peter Clarke, the Childrens’ 

their Commercial Director Roger Commissioner for Wales. 
Pownall (routeONE, News, 2 June). As part of Cogent’s continued 


Nova Urban 


Mr Pownall and his wife process of improvement, the 
Pauline, who has her own Enviro 300 seat, while retaining Pei NGuaTU Gane Seat. is nowavallable 
business interests, purchased its vandal resistant features, has with fully integrated 3 point seat belts as an 
Cogent in an amicable deal from allowed easy and rapid cee oe oan M2 leg- 
Jim Sander who founded the replacement of seat belts and 
business nearly 10 years ago. Mr upholstery. 
Sander is to act as consultant. The attendance of Pat Harris 
Co-incidentally, the from BUSK highlighted Cogent’s Nova Urban M2 Nova Classic 
completion of the MBO ongoing commitment to the 
occurred on the day that safe carriage of children. 68 Burners Lane, Kiln Farm Tel: 0845 838 2305 
Cogent hosted the Alexander @ Contact Cogent on Milton Keynes, MK11 3HD Fax: 0845 838 2909 
Dennis Road Show, which 01792 585444 


Bus sector In its sights 


The award of cleaning 
contracts by loswich Buses and 
Hedingham Omnibuses, and a 
recent feature in routeONE, have 
resulted in Solutions E2 being 
inundated with enquiries from 
operators nationwide. The 
company has also been awarded 
a two-year contract by lpswich 
Town Football Club to clean its 
team coach. 

Solutions E2 Managing 
Director, Chris Debrick, said: “We 
can offer bus operators an 
economical alternative to 
complete refurbishment and, of 
course, a rapid turnaround, 


Chris Debrick. Solutions E2 ensuring the fleet’s schedules 
- aren't disrupted.” 


SINCE its formation in 2001, As part of its ongoing 
award-winning turnkey refurb- expansion programme Barry 
ishment company, Solutions E2, Taber — previously Contracts 
has made a signifcant impact— — Engineer at Ipswich company 
initially with rail operators. Now it Bower Fuller — has been ; 
is aiming to repeat this success in appointed Project Manager, while PIB Equipment Ltd 
the bus sector. thanks to his exceptional eee, Lone 2, 
; ; . : ‘ gee : Deeside Industrial Park, 

Solutions E2’s services includes linguistic skills, Paulo Franco has Deeside. Flintshire CHS 2LD 
stain- and anti-bacterial been appointed International Tel: 0870 870 1282 
treatment, seat and floor Sales Co-ordinator. Fax: (01244) 289818 
cleaning, seat cover and fabric @ Contact Solutions E2 on E-mail: mtb@mtb-equipment.com 
replacement. 01473 604024 
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THE PUNT passenger was 
presented at the FIAA 
exhibition (Madrid) in 2004. 
Its production has already 
started and is currently in 
service in the UK and 

Europe. 

PUNT is a new seat 
model, but it inherits an 
extensive experience 
from MTB's present 
seat model COSMIC 
of which 
more 


important 
examples are 
found in 
some of the 
biggest 


metropolitan areas (London, 
Rome, Madrid, Barcelona, 
Brussels, Honk Kong) and regional 
transit systems (Spain, Italy). 

The main features of PUNT 
include: 
® Modular assembly 
® Easy maintenance because the 
parts replacement does not need 
any special instruction or very 


Full range on the web 


Rescroft has launched an improved website www.rescroft.com 


THE DISTINCTIVE green and grey 
Rescroft branding welcomes 
visitors to the company’s website, 
which, as well as giving company 
information, provides a route to 
every product in its range of 
vehicle seating. 

Each product page has a link to 


limited training. 

@ Reduced vehicle down time 
® A well studied shape of the 
backrest shell: rounded surfaces, 
better knee room and a taller 
backrest. 

@ Shell material that achieves a 
better energy absorption, with 
excellent bio-mechanical results 
according to EC 96/37. 

® ASlim backrest in order to 
obtain the greatest room even 
when the bus requires the 
maximum number of places. 

Backrest and seat cushion 
shells are part of the standard 
equipment. They are both built in 
special plastic formulation within 
particles in order to get better 
abrasion result, as against 
vandalism and against normal 
use degradation. Optionally 
covered with NV high resistant 
fabric. 

A range of options make PUNT 
suitable for anything from short 
distance to rural inter-urban 
distances. 

The seat plumb line can be 
reduced from 600 to 530 mm 
according to your requirements. 
This ensures the maximum 
number of places into any low- 
floor bus. 

@ Contact MTB on 
0870 870 1282 


a printable page with specification 


and dimensional details. This user 


friendly site also has a Latest News 


section that features UK and 
overseas shows where Rescroft 
will be exhibiting during 2005. 
@ Contact Rescroft on 
01527 521300 
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An introduction to Punt Driver 


comfort 


Most popular 
seat sold by 
TEK Seating 
is the KAB 

714 PSV 


TEK supplies seats from leading 
names including, KAB, Grammer, 
Isringhausen, and Aguti. 

The most popular seat sold by 
the company is the KAB 714 PSV, 
which has proved itself as an 
ideal standard seat for coaches 
and buses. Key features include: 
lumbar support, 160mm slide rail 
adjustment, and 100mm height 
riser adjustment, while headrests, 
armrests, lap belt and fixed 
pedestal are optional. 

Paul Fleming, Managing 
Director at TEK Seating, said: “As 
a company we are continually 
growing and evolving and as 
such are always on the look out 
for new seat launches so we are 
able to offer our customers the 
highest quality products on the 
market at very competitive 
prices.” 

Recent launches, which have 
also been well received, are the 
ergonomic GIS liner from Aguti, 
and the Tourea, and Linea seats 
from Grammar. The GIS liner 
offers the kind of comfort that 
corresponds to a modern pilot 
seat. When not in use it can be 
rotated 180° to face the rear of a 
vehicle. 

The Tourea and Linea offer 
comfort for long-distance 
driving. These seats feature 
infinite side support adjustment, 
integrated headrest, pneumatic 
lumbar support, and a choice of 
left or right hand controls. 

TEK is relocating next month 
to a purpose-built, state-of-the- 
art 7,000sq ft facility close to its 
existing unit. 

@ Contact TEK Seating on 
01892 515028 
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CONTACTS 


Abacus Tubular Products Ltd 
01487 710700 
www.abacus-tp.com 

Alpha Seating Ltd 

01455 851425 

CS Industrial Seating Ltd 
01908 501615 

Capital Seating 

0116 266 4112 

Chapman Driver Seating 
01908 265030 
www.chapmanseating.com 
Cogent Passenger Seating 
01792 585444 
www.cogent.demon.co.uk 
Concept Seating Ltd 
01384 891222 

Esteban 

01900 477277 

Grammer Seating 

01922 407035 

Happich V&l Components Ltd 
0121 747 4400 
www.happich.de 
Isringhausen 

01978 666 330 

Jennings CVS 

01270 257417 

Joe Sykes 

01227 712051 

MTB Equipment Ltd 

0870 870 1282 
www.mtb-equipment.com 
Phoenix Seating Ltd 
01384 296622 

RG Ergonomics Ltd 

01536 274982 

Rescroft Ltd 

01527 521300 
Wwww.rescroft.com 

Richards & Shaw (Trim) Ltd 
01384 633800 

Rowan Telmac Ltd 

01952 677705 
www.rowantelmacseating.co.uk 
Scandus (UK) Itd 

01384 443409 
www.scandusuk.co.uk 

Scot Seat Direct Ltd 

01560 600100 

Star Seating Itd 

01384 485672 
www.starseating.com 
Solutions E2 Ltd 

01473 604024 

Tek Seating 

01892 515 028 

Thomas Scott (Seating) Ltd 
0141 763 2120 
www.marineseating.com 


For further details of industry 
suppliers, manufacturers, and 
operators obtain a copy of the 
route®W! CONTACTS directory. 
Ring 0870 241 8745 or email 
enquiries@route-one.net 
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_- = ~ Don’t leave your Deliveries 
=m  _ coach bus and er 
- minibus sales to xchange 
Classified 
Market Place 
People 


To advertise in 
the next issue of 
call Martin, 
Ricky or Dan on 


passport to FREE classified advertising 


HOW ADVERTISERS KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
A CIRCULATION BOOST AND A BOAST 


i ‘an be difficult to impress. With comparable and independently verified information, ABC provides the reassurance 


fe 
€ committing their budgets. To find out more call us on 01442 870800 or visit www.abc.org.u 


routeONE Trader 


The deadline for Trader Exchange is Tuesday !4 June — 2.00pm 
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McDERMOTT COACH HIRE 


wwe MCDcoaches.co.uk 


ESTABLISHED IN 1984 and 
operated from a base in 
County Down, Northern 
Ireland, McDermott Coach 
Hire has steadily developed its 
business to handle a broad 
range of work including 
incoming tours, school work 
and operating a daily 
commuter service between its 
home town of Portaferry and 
Belfast. 

The firm has just invested in its 
second new Volvo in less than |2 
months, a Jonckheere Mistral- 
bodied BI2M supplied by VOLVO 
BUS . Impressed 
with the performance of the first, 


a near identical specification has 
been chosen again. The 51-seater 
has air conditioning, a toilet, 
TV/DVD player, drinks facilities 
and a fridge. 

It’s being used on private hire 
and day tours all over the British 
Isles. “All of our large vehicles are 
now Volvo and we've been 
delighted with their performance,” 
explained Managing Director, 
Adrian McDermott. “We've 
enjoyed first class service and the 
peace of mind of Volvo back up — 
essential when we cover so many 
miles — so when we needed to 
purchase another new vehicle it 
was an easy decission to make.” 


Blackwater in Cornwall has 
been supplied with a Scania 
K94IB lIrizar S-Kool 70-seat 
school coach by SCANIA BUS 
& COACH . It’s 
the first of its type in the county. 
The coach was chosen by the 
operator because the product 


WHEAL BRITON COACHES of 


offers “coach like comfort” within 
a very practical and safe solution 
to school transport. Destination 
and CCTV equipment have been 
added to the standard features 
that include three-point belts on 
the seats, climate control, CD 
player, electronic suspension 
levelling ABS and disc brakes. 


routeONE 


RINGWOOD COACHES of 
Staveley near Chesterfield has 
invested in a Mercedes-Benz 
814D KVC conversion 28- 
seater supplied by ESKER BUS 
& COACH ls 
The minibus conversion includes 


high-backed moquette coach seats 
with lap and diagonal retractable 
seats, electrically operated swing 
door, mahogany effect rack ledges, 
forced air, San Remo radio/CD and 
PA system with hand microphone. 


RINGWOOD COACHES 


There is also a wood effect 
dashboard and the exterior finish 
is completed with Euroliner 
wheeltrims. 

Ringwood was established in 
1964 by TJ Brockbank with two 
4|-seat Bedford SBIs. 

David Brockbank joined seven 
years later when the first Bedford 
VAL was purchased. 

The firm has covered every 
aspect of coaching, tours, bus 
work, and excursions. 


6. 


CHESHIRE COUNTY 
COUNCIL has continued its 
relationship with OPTARE 

by purchasing 
its first six SlimLine Solos, 
joining five standard Solos 
already in the fleet. 

The new buses have been 
bought specifically to upgrade 
successful rural routes where small 
minibuses no longer offer enough 
capacity. 

They’re being operated by D&G 
Coach and Bus of Longton, which 
now operates |5 Solos from its 


Rural Riddt. pes | 
LOO cpus 00) 


depot at Crewe. 

Lesley Gleaves, Cheshire 
County Council’s Project Manager 
for the service said that the routes 
were first introduced in 1999 as 
part of a Rural Bus Challenge 
project, and ridership has grown 
from nothing to appreciable 
numbers in the first five years. 
“We are providing a regular 
accessible service every hour and 
the significant investment in rural 
services is being appreciated by the 
passengers,” she said. 


DREW WILSON 


BUS AND COACH SALES 


Tel/Fax: 01555 840848 - Mobile: 07764 200444 


1997 (P) Dennis Javelin, 
Cogent seats, 3 

= wheeltrims, radio, 
£36,500 


1982/85 Leyland 
Olympian, 
m 74 seats, long 
mae Mots, choice of 4 
£3,600 


1994/96 Dennis 

Javelin/UVG Bodies, choice 
1 of 3, 60 new cogent seats, 3 point 

belts, manual, rear boot + under 

floor luggage, new MoT's, 

1994 - £30,000 

1996 - £38,000 each 


1999 (T) Volvo B1OM Premier 350, 48 
recliners, toilet, full coach spec, new MoT repainted white, £79,000 
1998 (5) Volvo B1OM Premier 350, 51 recliners, toilet, full coach spec, new MoT, 
repainted white, £72,500 
1999 (T) Cheetah 29 seats, seatbelts, boot, forced air, reading lights, new MoT, 
white / blue vinyls £45,000 
1993 (L) Dennis Javelin/Wadum Stringer, 70 new cogent seats, 3 point belts, man 
ual gearbox, repanneled + painted in white, new MoT, choice of two £35,000 each 
1997 (P) Volvo B10M Van Hool Alizee, 48 seats, rear tollet, manual gearbox, repaint- 
ed white, air con, video, new MoT, £61,000 
1996 Volvo B10M Premiere 350, 53 seats, crew seat, re 
double glazing £54,000 
1992 Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500, 51 rec seats + 
retarder £23,000 
1990 Volvo B10 Van Hol Alizee, 51 seats, W/C, DVD, new retrim, Mo’ 
interior, white exterior, 400,000km, £23,000 
1998 (R) Mercedes 614D, 24 coach seats, TV/Video, boot, lu 
al g/box, 180,000km, £20,000 
Volvo B10M Caetano, Year 1993, 53 seats, MoT expiry: 08.02.2005, £40,000 
Volvo B10M Paramount 3500, 1988, MoT 01,03,2005, ZF 65P 57 recliners, whit 
condition for year, £15,000 
Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, Year 1995, 53 seats, Mot expiry: 03106, £48,000 
Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, Year 1997, 49/53 seats, MoT expiry: 03/06 
£65,000 
Volvo B10M Jonckheere, Year 1996, 49/53 seats, new MoT £58,000 
Volvo B10M Van Hool, Year 1994, 49/53 seats, MoT £48,000 
Volvo B10M Caetano Algarve, Year 1994, 49 seats, MoT expiry: 26.07.2005, £41,000 
2004 Mercedes 614D Excel Conversion, 24 coach seats, 3 point belt, deep boot, 
power door, reading lights, luggage rack, manual gearbox, 20,000km, MoT 9/05, V.G.C, 
£43,500 
1988 Scania K112 Plaxton Paramount 3500, 49 retrimmed recliners, centre sunken 
toilet, crew seat, continental door £12,000 
2000 Mercedes 814 Optare Nouvelle II, 33 seats, 3 point be 
coach door, racks/reading lights/forced air ventilation, driver's f 
carpet, walnut dash trim £45,000 


Hunters of Loanhead 
Offers for sale 


1999 Volvo B10M 
Mk4 Van Hool T9 
49 seater, centre sunken toilet, 
continental door, hot water boiler, 
video, monitor, seat belts, owned 
and maintained by us from new 


£100,000 + VAT 
Choice of 2 
0131 440 0704 


VOLVO COACHES 


1989 Volvo Plaxton 3500PP, 

49 r/seats, Centre WC, Monitor + Video, 
Hot water, c/door, Radio/cassette PA 
system, Has been re-trimmed + re-panelled 
+ re-engined all in last 5 years. Still does 
tour work, test till Nov 2005/taxed, Manual 
£18,5000+VAT 

1994 Volvo Jonckheere, 

49 r/seats, Centre WC, Monitor + Video, 
Hot water, Centre door, Radio + CD + Sat- 
NAV + PA system, re-trimmed + re-panelled 
+ re-engined all in last 5 years, Good 
touring coach, Test till Aug 2005, Taxed, 
Manual £48,500 + VAT 


Can E-mail photos, ring Paul on: 


routeONE Trader Exchange 


PATS COACHES 


2002 MAN MARCOPOLO 350, 49 reclining 
seats, centre toilet, 2x TV/DVD, curtains, fainsa 
gaudi plus seats, padded head rests, coffee 
machine, telma, cruise control, low mileage, 
excellent condition, first to see will buy, 
owned by us from new. £110,000 


1997 VOLVO VAN HOOL, 48 reclining seats, 
rear sunken toilet, TV, DVD, curtains, cruise 
control, telma, coffee machine, low mileage, 
immaculate condition, you will not find a bet- 
ter condition Van Hool of this age. £70,000 


1995 VOLVO VAN HOOL, 48 royal class 
reclining seats, rear floor mounted toilet, TV, 
video, blinds, full rear servery, excellent condi- 


tion. £51,000 


Part exchange considered for Volvo B10M Van 
Hool/Jonckheer 53 seater upto 1989 


Any 2 of the above to be sold 
Sale due arrival of 2 new coaches 


Pats Coaches Ltd 
01978 720171 


ANNS EXECUTIVE 


BERKHOF AXIAL 
May 2001 Volvo B10M, 
51 seats, air con, toilet etc, 
MOT April 2006, all white, 
red and grey interior. 


£104,000 + VAT 


Part exchange welcome, finance available 


Tel: 01905 371462 


WHITELAWS 


COACHES 


2 x 2000 W reg Volvo 
B10MT Triaxle Van Hool 
Alizee T9 Executive 49/53, 
centre demountable toilet, 
electronic G8 gearbox, air 
conditioned, royal comfort 
class seats, seatbelts, TV & 
video, radio/cassette/PA sys- 
tem, fridge, alloy wheels, 
excellent condition, one 
owner from new, new MoT 


1 x 1998 S reg Iveco 
Eurorider 290 Marshall 
Maxibus Service Vehicle, 
51 seats, 24 standees, ZF 
automatic 4 speed gearbox, 
excellent condition, one 
owner from new, new MoT. 


Mercedes Solera, 
39 seats, air con, TV/Video, 
reclining seats, very low 
mileage, new test. 


CONTACT WILLIAM WHITELAW 
WHITELAW COACHES 
LOCHPARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
STONEHOUSE ML9 3LR 


01698 2705 
) 
01698 792800 


1994 Scania R113 CRB Van Hool 
49 seat exec 


1996 Iveco Beulas 
49 seats, full spec, MoT June 05 


2 x 2000 Man 24,400 Catalan 370 Exec Noge 
49 seats, full spec, 12 months MoT 


2 x 2000 Volvo BR 7 Plaxton Prima 
53 seats, MoT Sept ‘05 


1981 Leyland Atlantean, 
86 seats, Double Decker 


1990 Mercedes 609 Minibus, 25 seats 


1984 Leyland Olympian Double Decker, 77 seats 


1988 Mercedes 709 Optare Starrider, 26 seats 


Contact Ann Soar 01283 742585 


For full specifications please visit our website 


a 


1995 Volvo B10M Jonckheere 
Deauville 
53 seats + courier, double 
glazing, curtains, drivers 
mike, radio, tape, PA, 
retarder, 6 speed manual, 
current MoT 


1989 Volvo B10M Jonckheere 
55 seats + courier, radio, 
tape, PA, drivers mike, lap 
belts, automatic, 
current MoT 


Further information and 
photos available on request 


www.closeassetfinance.co.uk 
or speak to Isabel on 


020 8339 4826 


Mercedes 29-seat coach 


2001 Mellor with coach back end, very 
nice condition, finance available 


£49,500 ono 


01259 212802 M-Line Scotland 


ANDREW'S 


1981 Leyland Gardner, Eastern 
coach-works 77 seats, MoT June 06, 
exterior yellow £4,000 + VAT 


Please note no belts fitted, photos 
available inside/exterior 


Tel: 01298 871222 


www.andrews-of-tideswell.co.uk 
F: 01298 872412 + E: into@andrews-of-tideswell.co.uk 


SPARES 


Volvo B10M - full running 
gear with rec engine 
available for spares. 


Everything still starts and runs 


£2,500 ono 


01259 212802 
Scotland 


Anchor Garage, Tideswell, 
Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 SRB 


sADe ANOA odvId o 
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Exchange booking deadline Tuesday 2pm 


07730486708 or 01833 660471 www.closeassetfinance.co.uk 
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routeONE | WYAQ@E@F vehicle Sales 


Updated and produced twice-a-year 


Stafford Bus Centre ¢* 


MERCEDES 0404 HISPANO SCANIA K112 JONCKHEERE| |LEYLAND OLYMPIAN ECW Leyland Tiger Plaxton 321 
VITA 2000 W Reg, ZF auto, 49 reclin- P599, 1988 PP 49 seats + centre toilet, very (LOW HEIGHT), 19844 Reg, 77 seats, 1991 J Reg Cummins L10/manual. 53 seats 
ers, centre continental door and toilet, tv/video good condition. Must be seen........ with belts though probably take 70 seats 
air conditioning, very high spec, must be seen . 

and driven, 2 available........::sssssesss 


MAN 11.220 MARSHALL OPTARE DAF DELTA,i989/90 G DENNIS DART CARLYLE LEYLAND LYNX, 1991 J Reg, fully 
BODY, 1995 N Reg, 38 bus seats, long MoT, Reg 47/49 seats, 1 Remaining with new MoT . BODY, 1990 H Reg, 28 seats, various repainted and new seatbelt installation, plus 


Pea T FOTN sis ssssssteasiesscaccoscccessctes MGM G IND YD cmecaecenceemseeencteeeratees vessdrisinarsssiascossesse MOTé, choice home ge), TOW IMM ce scvcccencececcresscctescscstscrsascrecnesns 


MERCEDES 814D VARIO 
PLAXTON BEAVER 2, 1997P Reg, 
27 seats + luggage pen, manual gearbox. Very 
clean. Only 5 remaining. oa 


MERCEDES 709D MARSHALL 
BODY, 23 seats, 1 remaining, new test, 
WUD IUI oc essnssnnsnincnsnonsocuresnsesconania 


MERCEDES 814D VARIO 
PLAXTON BEAVER II, 1997 P Reg, 
27 bus seats + luggage pen, 
, choice of 7 


MERCEDES 709D ALEXANDER 
SPRINT, 1995/96, N & P Reg, 27/29 


MERCEDES 709D ALEXANDER| |MAN 11.220, 1996 P Reg, 38 bus MERCEDES 709D ALEXANDER 
PLAXTON BEAVER 2, 1998 R SPRINT, 1993/94/95/96 L, M & N Reg,| | seats, long MOT, Choice Of tWO.....ssssssssssseeeeseeee SPRINT (Narrow body),Choice of 
Reg, 27 seats + pen, manual gearbox. 1 now 23/25 seats, very clean. Choice Of Many sce] | sessssecseesseessessseeseesseessneesseeeee older, J, K & L reg. Direct from service 
WA StOCK. sscesscssscsssssssascossscisnccsscessccsostia Meg @PeDOD | — | accssansssneccorcerecreccstmnceecnsecoessece POND Soe] | j= j-§ j(§§ j= TREE sstsssatssssevssssassssesssssesseess 


MERCEDES 814D VARIO 


Mercedes Rental: 1 week to 1 year, 29-33 Bus or Coach seats - Credit Card Payments Welcome 


MERCEDES 709D WADHAM STRINGER ‘WESSEX’ 1995 M Reg, 29 seats, Alison Aut VOLVO B10M PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 1986 C Reg, 49 + toilet, plain White.........sssessseeereenes 

MERCEDES 709D PLAXTON BEAVER 1988 F Reg, 25 HB seats (needs retrim)... LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY Volvo repower, vgc, choice of 2 

MERCEDES 709D Van conversion, 1993 K Reg, 20 high back coach seats, “with belts, PREAUEY, POR Rc ce nossa sateen access a ec saeco room vv sssmn a aig ce ca ae tsns =-=nssaaieavy pdaehovevaa ns Kouey 

NWT Bie get ieee ee Bae ve cans Shdnapta case xeancitgalh te Dain canis dn aca ods chnkaaagmnnnsnshia tone rsindsibasyanesansakiccedtviiaverimanensa TBP (FREEWAY) 1996 PP (SLF) Yes (super low floor) 24 seats, ideal spare vehicle for super low 

DENNIS DART PLAXTON POINTER SLF P Reg, 38/40 seats, available to view in the south............. COMPACT: (CHOC BION a acre otc rae ciate csc con sesso re ceusaicns samonsuseseceosasnsensaesiyanecizcsisunceteesveniensansiasassense 

i see a saa pels dal a a oP Wetec pained LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY Rebodied 1998, Gardner engine, ZF auto gearbox, twin door, 24 

SCANIA 113 ALEXANDER R TYPE DOUBLE DECKER 1990 H Reg, single door, 76 seats, MoT seats/48 standing, ideal dOCkS/airport CtC..........ssssesseseeneseeneseenenseneneeentsnesesnsensneensnteatensanenesnenennes 
LEYLAND OLYMPIAN ALEXANDER BODY, 1988, E Reg, 78 seats, cummins/ZF, good condition 


LEYLAND TIGER EAST LANCS REBODY with 49 belted seats. PAFOUGMOUT. ooo cescccsccccsscsccscsssesesssscsssenessassossonsssossesvonstestseusacsresesessovasesesesseokenencanssaseararacnusssaresssesssoases 


STOCK CHANGING DAILY 
LICENSED CREDIT 
BROKER 


www.staffordbuscentre.com email: martin@staffordbuscentre.com 5 po ae 
01782 791774 07803 222552 Mobile | “incon 


routeONE 


Selling an Ayat for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


ee ae 


2001 AYATS ATLAS 


MAN 350, ZF auto, 53 r/s & belts, toilet, bunk, 
240v, 2 x TV, DVD/video, hot water machine, 

fridge, air conditioning, MOT March 06, Excellent 
condition, part exchange considered £POA 


Finance can be arranged, subject to status. 


Please call 01487 843333 


BEDFORD YNV PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 3200, 
1986, 57 seats £2,400 +VAT Call Drew Wilson 014] 248 5524 


LenS eet 


WANTED 


Glass Required 
DAF MkII Algarve Caetano 
Driver window rear slider 
Offside 1 
2 Pax Windows 
3 
and rear 
Rear Window 
N/Side rear window 
All Glass for Entry Door 
0800 0379 451 


DAF MB230 1982 Ploxton Paramount, Bodies, 50 str, 
Good runner, Test expired price from £2,500 +VAT 01790 
591503 


DAF BOVA FUTURA 1986, White, 49-53 seats, Tested 
June 06, Taxed July 05, Reseated last 12 months, Handy 
ork horse. £5,999 +VAT 01772 632222 


em a 


Tt 
Dennis Dart Plaxton Front, 1990 

New test for purchaser, 30 seats, 11 standees. This vehicle was 
refurbished by ourselves in 2002, new floor covering, side facings, 
roof interior, Diptac fittings, cappings, retrimmed, repanelled etc etc 

this vehicle will not need interior, or framing attention for 
3/4 years. No rot due to chromweld construction. 

£1,250 £6,000 ono + VAT. Plex suffered, more pics by email 


Large selection of new/used Tiger/Merc chassis 
& body spares, all must be cleared cheap!! 


DENNIS DAV, 1990 (H), 35-seats, MoT Dec 06, excellent 
cond - inside and out. Exc tyres, trim, panels & MPG. Best 
example aroubd - by far. £5,000 ono +VAT 01928 572757 


BouBLE DECK 


MCW ALEXANDER 76 seated + 8. air suspension, good 
tyres, one only £3,500 +VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 221 
3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


1988 VOVLO CITYBUS: 85 seats + 14 standees very 
good tyres, seats & body work - value for money p/x & 
finance £17,000 +VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 
or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


METRO BUS with air suspension & tyres for only £1,800 
also 85 & 1988 from £4,000 including tyres also choice of 
Scania & MCW Alexander body 80 seats, Dominators, 
Routemasters, Volvo and Leyland Lion 86 seats - all in stock 
ready now includes open tops Blythswood Motors 0141 221 
3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


LEYLAND ATLANTEAN open top: very very good condi- 
tion, ready to work, tested with a top cover, have been very 
very well maintained, 69 seat p.c. all extras great opportu- 
nity p/x- terms welcome Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 
or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


From open tops - Volvo - Leyland Lions - Olympains - 
Scania - Alexander - Metro buses - Dominators - 
Routemasters to coachs - Neoplan & Volvo deckers - all 
under one roof. p/x - terms welcome £ +VAT Blythswood 
Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


Pee i 


IVECO VIENNA 7914, 1987, 22 seats, good running 
gear etc with some new spares, good seats - for spares or 
repair, must go £150 ono +VAT 01962 732563 


IVECO CARLISLE 4910, 1990, 25 bus seats with belts, 
good engine MoT Aug 05, must go £250 ono +VAT 01962 
732563 


Selling an Iveco for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


Tel: 0182 


Eves/wkends: 07850 500501 / 07831 555377 


Email: sales@ibfc-assetfinance.com 


Iveco Minicoaches 
for sale due to new 
vehicles arriving 
1 x 1998 S reg (ex Kingsferry) 
28 seater luxury minicoach, air con, TV, 


drinks, fridge, new MoT, low mileage 
£28,000 ono 


1 x 1999 V reg on private plate 
22 seater luxury minicoach, air con, TV, 
huge boot, new MoT, low mileage 
£32,000 ono 


01446 722800/733019 


2 x 49 seat executive 97/98 Iveco 
Beaulas Stergo E Euroriders, 
TV, stereo, coffee making, toilets etc., 
good condition, just tested possible H/P 
£60,000 ono + VAT 


Tel. 01369 703500 


(Birmingham) 


LAG PANORAMIC PARAMOUNT 1988, 49 str Exec, 
DAF power, Good condition, Short test but will retest at cost 
£6,000 +VAT 07910 591503 


LDV CONVOY 1999, High roof, 17 seater, Tax, Test & Coif, 
2.5 Ford engine. £3,500 +VAT 07775 623686 (E, Yorks) 


LDV 400 HIGHTOP (1985) 8 seats (could be 16), front 
entry, lowered step, 3 point inertia belts, 2 owners, taxed & 
Mol,d £1,200 +VAT 01752 767255 


LDV CONVOY (P) high back seats, 3 point inertia belts, 
front entry, lowered step, 85,000 miles, 1 owner, sallon 
heater, soft rim, new Coif/MoT, excellent condition 
£4,500 +VAT 01752 767255 


LDV CONVOY, High Top, factory-built, 17-seater, MoT Aug 
05 £1,800 No VAT 01656 862505 or 07977 283020 


LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 
3200 1983, 53 seats, White outside, Lap belts. £3,000 
(No Vat - Ireland) 00353 87 2583615 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


Vehicle Sales 


Coach Finance 
Specialists 


Z 260601 


LEYLAND TIGER 1982, 53 str, Manual gearbox, Very 
nice drive, Can be supplied with new test if required at cost 
£2,250 +VAT 07910 591503 


LEYLAND TIGER 1985, Semi auto Plaxton Paramount, 
51 str, Tidy vehicle, Tested until Oct £3,250 +VAT 07910 
591503 


LEYLAND TIGER 1988 TL11 Engine, Plaxton Derwent Bus 
Body, 54 seats + 21 standing, Could be up-seated to 65+, 
MOT Sept 2005. £3,500 ono +VAT 0115 9325332 


LEYLAND EAST LANCS, re-bodied 1994, 41-seats with 
retractable belts, MoT Jan 06, Taxed to Oct, any trial, can 
deliver £3,500 +VAT 01294 552213 


LEYLAND ROYAL TIGER, 1989, 53 belted-seats, 
Chassis bodywork, good engine & box, private plate, no MoT 
Open to offers 0151 653 2533 


LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 
3200 EXPRESS, 53 seats, hydrholic G/B £1,900 
+VAT Call Drew Wilson 0141 248 5524 


LEYLAND OLYMPIAN, 1982/85, 74seats, long Mols - 
choice of from £3,600 *VAT Cal Drew Wison 0141 248 5524 “ea 


LEYLAND TIGER, East Lancs rebody with 49 belted seats 0 
£3,950 +VAT 01782 791774 or Mobile 07803 222552 


LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY, Volvo repower, 
VGC, choice of 2 from £3,750 +VAT 01782 791774 or 
Mobile 07803 222552 


LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY, rebodied 1998, 
Gardner engine, ZF auto g/box, twin door, 24 seats/ 48 
standing £2,250 +VAT 01782 791774 or Mobile 07803 
222552 


[MERCEDES-BENZ 


Selling a Mercedes-Benz for under £6,000? Then take advan- 
tage of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for 
FREE - call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


MERCEDES - BENZ VITO TRAVELINER : 9 
seater great finish and performance available now in 
choice of engine, long or extra long wheelbase, quick 
release seats, luggage space, factory built, 6 speed 
gearbox, 3 years warranty, 4 doors and tailgate or 6 
with rear doors, cdi engine, giving up to 60 mpg can 
take up to 3 wheelchairs, immediate delivery, metallic 
paint in stock p/x welcome from £16,500 +VAT 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 
(Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ SPRINTERS : 16 seaters with 
coach back end, boot, panoramic windows, forced air 
ventilation, or air conditioned, available now, also 
extended boot, p/x welcomed - remember our 24 & 33 
Mercedes coach spec. immediate delivery all with power 
doors plus immediate delivery 413 Sprinter wheelchair - 
2 weeks also vito with 3 wheelchairs. Immediate Del. 
p/x welcome Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 
639 6107 (Eves) 


aoeid 03 SPZ8 IPT OL8O SUIY PIIZISSEID 


SJUDWIISIZAOAPL AN 


routeONE 9 june 2005 3/7 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


MERCEDES SPRINTER 
413 AUTOMATIC 2004 


Rare opportunity to acquire Very High 
Spec, Low Mileage Stanford Conversion, 
MOT March 2006, Full Air Con, 
Integrated DVD player - Sat Nav, 16 
Fainsa Gaudi leather reclining seats 
with 3 point belts, Tinted windows, 
Tow-Bar, Veneer Dash, PA, Soft Trim, 
Curtains, Luggage racks. 


£42,500 + vat 


Tel: 0845 838 5252 
Mob: 07967 803023 
e-mail: info@sapphire-coaches.co.uk 


1998 33 STS Plaxton Vario 


3 point belts, test Jan 06, 
excellent condition, only 189,000 kms 


£32,950 + VAT ono 
Tel: 01782 213832 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709D PLAXTON BEAVER 
1988, 25 high-back seats (needs retrim) £1,195 +VAT 
01782 791774 or Mobile 07803 222552 


Mercedes 709 - 814 bus/coach rentals LEIaD® J] OW BAY 
16 - 33 seats / Coach & Bus spec / Diptac / Seatbelt options 

PRICES FROM £125 PER WEEK - call for a no obligation quotation 

Immediate availability, nationwide delivery can be arranged, all major credit cards welcome 


W and X Reg y 8 
Vario 24 Seater 
These vehicles feature front entry with power door, 24 
high back coach seats, 3 point belts, luggage racks with 
forced air & reading lights, coach rear with dropwell boot, 
Euroliners, walnut dash, body skirts finished in white 


af + Ate Finance from £92 phy 


Mercedes 709D — 1994, Plaxton body 


25 retrimmed coach seats seatbelts. Repainted in diamond white, long MOT, 
£8950 + VAT. P/ex considered. Finance available subject to status. 


10 Mercedes Benz 
Touro Coaches, 2003 
Due to loss of Contract 
53-seats with Courier, auto, 

air con, alloy wheels, 
7 camera system, 
large luggage capacity, 


MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 CDI 
Y REG 01, 16 PASS OR 4 + 4 WCH, FACILITY FOR 
REAR LOADING RAMPLIFT, 43,000 WARRANTED 
MILES, 12 MONTHS TEST, CERTIFICATE OF INITIAL 

FITNESS, SIDE LOADING STEP, WALNUT DASH, 

PANAROMIC WINDOWS WITH GREEN PRIVICY TINT, 
RICHARD & SHAW URBAN SEATS N, UNWIN INNER 

TRACKING FLOORING SYSTEM, DVD\CD PLAYER, TV, 

FACILITY FOR A PA SYSTEM 


COST £20,000 INC V.A.T 


RAMP NOT INCLUDED IN PRICE 


Tel 01484 460736 
\07885347015 


disc brakes all round. 
We will accept any reasonable 
offer for these vehicles 
No VAT, sold as seen, no 
warranty, no guarantees. 
Subject to Viewing q 


Offers by e-mail only to: 
cummercoach @eircom.net 


TV, video, luggage area etc POA 
§1 Plate Convoys, Ford Turbo, Dura-torque engine, fr 
luxury spec, heater, drop step etc. Full test. From £11, 


Choice of new Mercedes service buses 33 + 7 standees auto 


& Telma also 1 only with spring suspension, diptac poles, 
plus new 33 seat luxury Mercedes coach all extras or 29 & 
super boot or 25 & jumbo boot, Cheetah plus used ones. p/x 
- terms welcome Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 
639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ 811 Carlyle body, 1990, 29-seater, 
high-back seats, lap belts, full refurb 2 years ago, service 
doors, MoT Aug 05 £5,400 +VAT 01656 862505 or 07977 
283020 


MERCEDES - BENZ 609, 1988, 23-seater, high-back 
seats with lap belts, slam door, new MoT April 06 £2,200 
+VAT 01656 862505 or 07977 283020 
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MERCEDES - BENZ 609, 1995, 20-seater or 7 
seats and 4 wheelchairs, slam door, external under-floor 
tail lift MoT Nov 05 £5,400 +VAT 01656 862505 or 
07977 283020 


MERCEDES - BENZ 612, Crystals conversion, 19 
coach seats, 3-point belts, rear boot, racks, forced-air 
ventilation, slam door with deep stepwell £3,500 
+VAT Call Drew Wilson 0141 248 5524 


MERCEDES BENZ 709D WADHAM 
STRINGER ‘WESSEX’ 1995, 29 seats, Allison 
auto £5,590 +VAT 01782 791774 or Mobile 07803 
222552 


PRICE-LESS — ring 0870 24! 8745 for details 


routeONE 


AUTO SERVICE (PONTYPOOL) LTD 


€ey Family Established Business 1921 rac 


“s MINIBUS SALES Ce) 
NEW — 


LDV Convoy 90 PS H/R 
LDV Convoy 75 PS H/R 
LDV Convoy 75 PS School Spec 
Pre registered LDV stock available delivery miles only on request. 


£15,750 
£15,250 
£17,350 


Pre reg., Ford Transit 17 seat 115PS white AC tacho £19,245 
Pre reg, Ford Transit 17 seat 137PS white AC tacho...............cccccccceeeeseeeeees £19,945 
USED 
04 (04) Ford Transit 17 seat Minibus 125PS 15000mIs CoiF/PSV..........:::0000 £17,950 
04 (04) Ford Transit 17 seat Minibus 90PS 15000mIs Coif/PSV.. £17,250 
03 (53) Ford Transit 17 seat Minibus 90PS 16000mls Coif/PSV.. £16,250 
02 (02) Ford Transit 16 seat M/H/R LWB Twins s/I doors. COIF..........c0seeeseseee £10,250 

04 (54) LDV Convoy School Spec Minibus 2.4ltr/75ps in white, Easiclean Floor, 
IUQGAGOMAGKS; GEliVely MIlOSssszeviisssiseacsvscapeavcsuniseronsceussanechuosseatiaansinsnsonenceieuavasensares £15,250 


04 (54) LDV Convoy 8 seat Executive Minibus, air con, leather seats, delivery miles 
04 (04) LDV Convoy 17 seat Minibus, 90ps, 6410mls, COIF/PSV... 
04 (04) LDV Convoy, 17 seat Minibus, 90ps, 13000mls, COIF/PSV. 


03 (53) LDV Convoy 17 seat Minibus 90PS 17771mls COif/PSV........ccsccceseeereees 

03 (03) LDV Convoy 17 seat Minibus 90PS 24000mIs Tow Bar Tachograph, 

CASICIORN VAIN MOOK, 05 TOG sisinincnanciveesenseunscrnvenscasnsnannnsncanarncsenssedvussnansesneeniectesssnes’ £11,750 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 

02 (02) LDV Convoy Hi Roof wheelchair accessible minibus 2.4Dura, 8 seats or 

6 passengers + 2 wheelchairs, underfloor chair lift, electric side load door step, 

BOBO TIMINGS cccuvcaruiwncayncrcontaceeninsanecnrianadurcunssclacapenanetenmetiantan Uaamnenssamnnnnndsuannd £13,750 


03 (52) Citreon Berlingo Multispace Disabled vehicle 4 passengers + 1 wheelchair, 1.4 


plus 1 wheelchair, 36,000 miles, 1 OWNET........cssessesssseseseseenssenseeeneerrrsescaensaeenes £8,995 

The above vehicles are subject to VAT. Finance and extended warranties are available. 

All used vehicles come with 12 months MOT/PSV. Visit our website to view above stock. 

ROCKHILL ROAD, PONTYPOOL, SOUTH WALES, NP4 8AN 
10 minutes Junction 25A of M4 Motorway 


Ring Haydn Skinner on 
Tel: 01495 757111 mobile: 07850 739446 
or visit our website: www.minibus-sales.co.uk 


A COMMERCIAL 


NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW 


814 PLAXTON BEAVER, 29/33 seats, L+D belts, Bus Chassis bus 
body, DDA dual purpose, service spec. boot and luggage racks, 

4 weeks delivery 

814 PLAXTON CHEETAH, 33 coach seats, RL&B, radio/ PA, full coach 
spec. 4 weeks delivery 

614 MERCEDES, 24 seats, power door, deep boot 

4 weeks delivery 

311 MERCEDES, 17 seats, factory built coach spec, Stock 


USED USED USED USED USED USED 
2001 (Y) MERCEDES VARIO, 24 seats, Power door 
1999 (T) FORD TRANSIT, 17 seats 
1999 (T) MERCEDES VARIO, 24 seat, deep boot. Choice 


MELFORD ROAD, RIGHEAD IND. EST., 
BELLS HILL, LANARKSHIRE 
CONTACT JOHN LEITCH on 01698 498999 


e 
Trader venicite sates 
Unit 5, Century Close, Kirk Sandall Ind Est, 
= (CG (= Doncaster DN3 1TR. 
A Tel: 01302 888811 


Conversions Ltd Fax: 01302 888900 


MERCEDES 413CDI 
16 luxury seats, large boot, luggage racks, moquette centre panel, 4 
speakers, large coach vent, panoramic windows, skirt kit, front entrance, 
COIF. UK Spec. 3 Years Manufacturers Warranty. 


KOK KOK KO 


| NOW ae 


LDV CONVOY EXTRA LONG 
16 luxury seats, luggage area, luggage racks, moquette centre panel, 4 
speakers, large coach vent, panoramic windows, skirt kit, front entrance, 
COIF. 4 Years Manufacturers Warranty. 
* eK KK KKK OK OK KOK KKK KEE OO 


QUALITY 1 OWNER VEHICLES 
RENAULT TRAFFIC LWB — 12 seats, new conversion, COIF 
FORD IVECO — 16 seats, air conditioning, TV, DVD/CD player, COIF 
KK EE HK KE KKK KK 
FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTATION ON ANY MAKE OF 
VEHICLE PLEASE CONTACT SALES ON 


Tel: 01302 888811 Fax: 01302 888900 
or 
Shelley: 0776 9705350 Peter: 0776 9705352 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK (weekends by appointment only) 


www.excelconversions.co.uk 
Email: sales@excelconversions.co.uk 


TRANSIT, high cube, front loader, N reg, 15 high back NEOPLAN CITY LINER, 1985, 53 str, Mot Sept 05, 
seats, superb bodywork, long PSV MoT £3,950 +VAT Seatbelts, TV + Video, Toilet & Servery. £4,000 ono No Vat 
07810 431279 01494 510 212 


OPTARE 


Optare Nouvelle 2 SR 


27 seater Mercedes 814 Vario manual, Reg date 01/10/2002, M.O.T April 2006, 
Telma retarder, Sutrak air conditioning. Hot drink's machine. Blaupunkt radio / pa 
with single CD player. Courier seat with three point seat belt and pa socket Gaudi 
passenger seats fitted with three point seat belts. Foot rests and head rests. Full 

draw curtains, carpet to centre aisle. Drivers interior locker. Driver’s fan. 
Saloon luggage racks. Large boot and side locker. Chrome wheel covers. 
Please contact Dave Witte on 
01443 215137 


email: dwitte @ bebbtravel.co.uk 
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HOW ADVERTISERS KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 


A CIRCULATION BOOST AND A BOAST 


Media planners and advertisers can be difficult to impress. With comparable and independently verified information, ABC provides the reassurance ABC] 
—— ee 


they need before committing their budgets. To find out more call us on 01442 870800 or visit www.abc.org.uk 


ADDING VALUE TO YOUR BUSINESS 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm routeONE 9 june 2005 39 


routeONE Vehicle Sales 


Most directories are LITTLE READ BOOKS... 


> 3 x 1998 ‘S’ Mercedes Varios 
7- Pl B 
PEUGEOT 350 DIESEL Wheskhoir Acesble MotFeb | T’arcet gaarbox. tected October 
06, High roof, Long wheelbase, Full soft trim, Tracking fortwo | 5995 ; £18,000 
wheelchairs, White exterior, No body damage, One previous | 4 x 1997 ‘R’ SLF Dennis Dart, 
Fax this form back to 
0870 241 8745. 


HEADING ) [as nn 


owner, Non-slip lino floor, Wheelchair ramp, 184,000 miles | 37-seat UVG bodywork, tested 

hence only £1,295 +VAT 02073 763015 August 2005, £22,500 
1 x 1995 ‘M’ Neoplan Transliner, 
53-seat, tested June 2006, £38,000 
1 x 1988 ‘PP’ Leyland Tiger, 54-seat 
Plaxton Derwent bodywork, MoT, 
expired £2,000 


All prices plus tyres and VAT 


Tel: 0161 653 1900 
Bluebird Bus & Coach, Manchester 


1999 Scania Irizar 


57 seats, auto, 
tested March ‘06, 
good condition 
£54,500+VAT 


Telephone 
Don or Keith 
01452 712386 


VOLVO B10M PLAXTON 3500 
1990 G reg, 51 unmarked recliners in blue 
Selling o Scania for under £6,000? Then take advantage of graffiti, engine kit fitted by Volvo 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call (3 years), toilet, Mot till August ‘06 
0870 241 8745 for details. £16,500 Ono 


Toyota Optimo Ill 


16-seater minicoach, 
L Reg (93), 
TV/video, CD + DVD, 
hot drinks machine, 
fridge and PA system. 
Recently had reconditioned engine 
fitted. V.G.C. A real minicoach. 

1 years MoT, 6 months tax. 
Reluctant sale due to new vehicle. 
£9,500 + VAT 
Contact Dave on 07966 575271 


1984 VOLVO B10M ZF MANUAL PLAXTON 3500 
53 belted recliners, tinted d/glazing, Telma, Ferrylift, 
radio, recon engine by Volvo 2001, Moy March 06 

£5,950 + VAT Ono 


G REG MERCEDES 814 PHOENIX BODY 
28 full size belted coach seats, will up to 30 seats, 
extra legroom, this vehicle was fully refurbished two 
years ago. Mot April 06 
£5,950 + VAT Ono 


Contact Darren Ridgeway 
01639 883 374 or 0770 481077 


=e 


* | EXCHANGE Scms x | col £45.50 + VAT = £53.46 


—— 


| | LINEAGE 25 words £20.00 + VAT = £23.50 


(80 pence per extra word) 


BOXED ADVERTISEMENT 4cms x | col £38.00 + VAT = £44.65 
(each additional cm = £9.50) 


4 Leyland National 
Mark 1980 
Ex Trent. Volvo engines. 
All in daily use. MoT 2006. 
52 + 22 Pacs with tax & tyres 
£19,500 + VAT each 
2 Mercedes 814 Vario 1997 
Alexanders Manual 
Destination gear. In daily use, 
MoT 2006. 
27 + 8 Pacs with tax and tyres 
£9,700 + VAT each 


01298 812204 


PRICE-LESS Free 25w lineage for vehicles of £6,000 and under 


(maximum 5 per operator) 
SPECIAL OFFER 
* 3 Advertisements for the price of 2 on all operator bookings 5cms and 


above. (The total cost spread over 3 weeks.) 
10% pre-payment discount on all orders. 


Your Details: Name: 


Two Volvo Mark Ill 


Company Name: 


Plaxton Paramount 
3500 


53 reclining seats, radio, 
PA system, courier seat, 
please deduct £ from my Mastercard/Visa/Maestro card no: Super low floor bargains : from Mini Darts - 29 seats to 10.1 single glazed side windows, 
ch m— zesiro) 35 seats to 10.7 metre 44 seats all tested and with roll on good condition, 
ey ramps - what a selection & low low prices. 1997 to 2001 up one 1991 
to 37 seats & all + wheelchair in stock now lowest floor low- ; 
Darts @ £80,000 & 10.1 @ £86,000 immediate delivery + £20,000 each & VAT ono 


5 11.5 metre £ +VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 
Expiry date: rer | Call 01743 791208 


(maestro only) 


Telephone No:__»_»____—— “|| voto B58 DUPLe DOMINANT LL EXPRESS, 1979, 
53 seats € 1,250 +VAT Call Drew Wilson 0141 248 5524 


| enclose a cheque/PO for £ made payable to routeONE or 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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Out now — THE BEST READ. BOOK 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


— 
DAVID FISHWIC 


wit 


eer rrrres A SELECTION OF OUR QUALITY PRE OWNED WEHICLES 


2000 LDV CONVOY 
UVG 


15 H/B moquette seats, 

, underfloor electric tail-lift, 

PAS, Ford 2.5 turbo diesel 
engine, power door, large aye 
panoramic windows, air suspen- 
sion. This vehicle is in excellent yy 
* 
* 


eK HE HE He He He ee 


LWB, PAS, High roof, SLD, 17 H/B seats with 3 point inertia belts, 
latest 2-4 T/D Dura Torque Ford engine + gear box, interior lighting, 
full sound system, PA, Ready to go 


order 


EE EE EE HE HE HE HE 


HE HE HEHE HE HE He HHH THE HEH HH HH HH HHH HH HH 


2002 (02) LDV CONVOY Cc 
Front entry minicoach with lo 
16 H/B passenger seats b 
#S¥ driver, with 3 point inertia belts 


2005 (05) 


#4 lighting @ full sound system @ roof 


latest Ford Dura Torque engine and 
gearbox @ PAS 


PROBABLY THE C’ 


XLWB with off side emergency exit, front entry, lowered step, 17 luxury high back seats with 3 point 
inertia belts, large panoramic tinted windows, parcel shelves, interior reading lights with dim facility, 
large quad vent, rear heater, full 8 speaker sound system, latest spec, 


large boot, new COIF, 4 years warrranty 


0% DEPOSIT AVAILABLE 


BRAND NEW MERCEDES CDI 


Front entry off side emergency exit, 16 H/B soft trim seats witha 
3 point inertia belts, roof vent, rear heater, large tinted windoows, parcel shelves, 
interior reading lights with dim facility, full speaker sound system, walnut trim dash 


2002 (02) Plate, LDV Turbo diesel, luxury minicoach, with 
luxury soft trim seats with 3 point inertia belts, quad vent, 


till April 2006... 


03 PLATE LDV CONVOY, 17 Seat Factory 
V SLD, latest spec Ford Duratorque, Turbo 
H/B seats, 3 point inertia belts, interi- 


, front entry, lowered step, 17 H/B 


arge tinted windows, , Parcel shelves, interior 


lighting with dim facility, full sound system with 8 speaker Hifi stereo sound, front and rear heaters, full COIF + PSV 


2004 (04 PLATE) 17 Seat Factory 
Minibus, LW8, High Roof, SLD, latest spec Ford Tura Torque engine and 
gearbox, 3 point inertia belts, latest spec interior, interior lighting and full 


DAVID FISHWICK VEHICLE SALES 
NORTH WALLEY, COLNE BBS ORF 


WE LL CHANGE THE WAY 


TEL: 01282 615138/867712) "none sence 


ystem 


sound system 


51 PLATE LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 
FACTORY MINIBUS 
LWBH 7 


17 seat factory 

minibus, 
, LWB, low roof with 
SLD, interior lighting, full sound 
system, PAS, excellent value @... 


. ee 


aay 


Y REG LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 
FACTORY MINIBUS 

LWB, High roof, SLD, PAS, 17 forward facing 
H/B seats with 3 point inertia belts, interior 
lighting, 2.5 Ford Diesel engine and gearbox 


Excellent value @ £7,495 


8 speaker 


h belts, parcel shelves, quad vent, full 
stem h quadraphonic sound with 
ing + rear heater, C.0.1.F PSV 


2001 LDV LUXURY CONVOY MINICOACH, 
Front entry, lowered step, 17 H/B luxury seats with 
3 point belts, quad vent, rear heater, large tinted 
windows, parcel shelves, interior reading lights 
with dim facility, stereo system with 8 speakers, 
full COIF + PSV test 


2001 RENAULT MASTER 35 TURBO 
DIESEL 

15 H/B seats with 3 point belts, rear 
heater, full sound system, quad vent, inte- 
rior lighting, PAS, COIF & PSV ... 


14 seats, this vehicle is in excellent order and has 
the benefit of a fold out step to the sliding side 


door, COIF + 12 monthes PSV test. 
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The most comprehensive A5 industry directory 
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a ¢ 


Stephensons 


Moving into the future with 


HANSAR 
FINANCE 


L iM tT .e 
of ES 
2 x Dennis Dart, 


SLF, 02 reg, 29 seaters, from our own fleet, new vehicles 
: on order. Please ring to reserve ; 


#4 Hire Purchase 

wa Finance Leasing 
Operating Leas 
Choic3s 


FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PHONE HANSAR 


0161 488 4000 


All finance is subject to status and only available to persons aged 18 or 
over. Business users only. Hansar Finance Limited, Bridgeway House, 
Mellor Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire SK8 5AU 


Coaches 


1988 Leyland Tiger Manual Gearbox | 
340, 2 pack white. No signwriting. 
59 (yes, 59) seats, good trim, sup- 

plied with new test - £8,250 

1991 Volvo B10M Plaxton 3500, 53 

retrimmed seats, long MoT, from 
our own fleet, for sale due to fleet 
upgrade - £17,500 


Single Deckers 
2 x Dennis Dart, Plaxton Pointer 
bodies, 35 seats, J & K reg, long 
tests ready to work. - £9,500 each 


1 x Leyland Lynx, G reg, cummins 
engine, retrimmed coach seats - 
£6,250 


Double Deckers 


1 x Dennis Dominator, C reg, East 
Lancs body, coach seated down- 
stairs, will be supplied with new 
test - £4,750 


copyright © 2004 


LEINSTER VEHICLE 
DISTRIBUTORS LTD 
KILKENNY, IRELAND 


NEW MERCEDES EURO LX 
Full Spec Luxury Touring Coach 29/33 


2 x B reg Metrobus, London spec, no 
test, drive away bargain for spares 
or repair - £1,850 each. And that 
includes the tyres!!! 


C reg mk2 Metrobus, single door, 
tested, ready to go £4,500 


Olympians, Olympians, 
Olympians 


1x Y reg high capacity Olympian — 
ECW, 83 seats, long test and ready 
to work - £7,250. 


1 xB reg, 77 seats, lowheight ECW 
body, auto gearbox, high speed 
vehicle, from our own fleet - 
£7,995. 


2 x C reg, 70 coach seats, lowheight 
ECW body, supplied with new test. 


1xA reg, 77 seats, lowheight ECW 
body, supplied with new test - 
£6,500. 


2 x C reg, 72 seats, intermediate 
height (14’ 2”), in excellent condi- 
tion and supplied with new test - 
£6,750 each 


3 Sf WU 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


QR 


Engines and Boxes 


Tiger Semi auto box Pnuemocyclic £350 

VR semi auto gearbox £275 Sales in England 

Volth Gearbox Metrobus £375 

ZF 6 spend gearioax £275 Stephen Taylor Tayler PCV Sales - 01638 780 010 
Gardner 6L X B ex National £750 Sales in Scotland & Ireland 


Donal - 00353 568 831 899 
NO VAT APPLIES ON EXPORT 


Tel: 00353 - 56 8831899 


Check our website for updated stocklist 
www.lvd.ie sales@lvd.ie 


Ring our engineering number 07909 788980 


All Prices + VAT 
30 mins from M25. part exchange welcome 


01702 541511 (office hours) 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


AD 5 ine-2005 routeONE PRICE-LESS — ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


1987(pp) Daf Jonckheere 51 
Seats with Seatbelts, Courier Seat, 
Radio/Cassette, Curtains, Rear 
Toilet cubicle, All white, no Stickers, 
MOT June 2006,6 Months 

ie eee 


1997 (P) Mercedes 28 seats 
coach/bus with high back seats fitted 
with 3 point seat belts, air operated 
I soft trim inte- 

quick release 

clamps. COIF and PSV MOT June 2006, 
fitted with Radio/PA System, fully auto- 
matic Ricon internal lift with new Loler 


2000(V) Volkswagen LT46 16 
seat PSV Minibus,front entry, fitted 
with underfloor lift, new COIF and PSV 
tested until April 2006 for 12 months, 
Fitted with 16 Cogent seats with inte- 
gral belts, headrests and arm rests, 1 
‘owner from new, excellent condition 
Inside and OUt......-seeseeer£12,500 


N Reg Toyota Optimo Mark III 
18 reclining seats with seat belts, 
Power Door, Large Boot, Drinks 
Machine, Radio/PA, Flip Down 
Monitor/DVD/Video system, 1 owner 
from new, MOT October 2005, used 
for crew transfers, therefore like 

£9,750 


routeONE 


1991(J) Mercedes 609D 24 seater 
with coach seats with belts, Power 
Steering, Power door, Stereo, MOT 
December 05, in daily use......£3,750 


1983(A) Reg Leyland Tiger semi 
auto 53 seater coach with seat belts, 
Express Doors, MOT Oct 2005, Very 
clean and Tidy Inside and 
Ou £2,750 


Choice of Mercedes 


£4, 00 - 50, 000. 


All our vehicles come with a clear HPI report. Have you visited our website 
recently - a selection of late model air conditioned coaches available 


www.usedcoachsales.co.uk 


- Tel: 0870 0620616 


7D 


1996 (P) 
Mercedes 711D 
24 seat 
P/Door 


1991 Setra 215 
HR, 53 seats, AC 


1989 LAG 
Panoramic, 49 
seats 


Distributors 


BMC 


COACH BUILDERS iRi 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


Available now, view the 
latest Kinglong 6127 


OTHER VEHICLES IN RANGES 


New Euro LX 


29/33 seat 


New BMC 


New BMC 


Falcon Bus 


01638 780010 07850 241848 
102 Beck Road, Isleham, 
Ely, Cambs. CB7 5QP 


Vehicle Sales 


Heatons Motor Co 


Genuine policies from a genuine company 
and honest people 


02 Renault Master 
SWB, diesel, 16,000 miles, 5 seats and 
wheelchair spaces, Ricon fully auto internal 
tail lift, can only describe this as new 
Choice of 4 similar vehicles 


Y Reg Volkswagen Transporter 

5 highback seats in moquette, fitted with 

ramp. 15,000 mis, supurb clean condition 
giving excellent value 

£7,995 


97 Mercedes 611 (complete plot floor) 
14 highback seats, Ricon fuly auto, internal 
tailift, power-door, front entry (Cymric con- 
version) low miles, panoramic windows, full 
carpetlined, will come with 21 months PSV 
test, tremendous value at 

£10,995 


03 Ford Transit 
17 seat jumbo, 20,000mIs, full factory spec, 
vast saving on new and a very desirable out of 
the box condition minibus. compare this price 
£14,995 


98 (S) Mercedes Sprinter 410 
15 highback seats with 4 point belts, front 
lowered step entry, full carpet lined, external 
PLS tailift, Low mls, newly coifed move upto 
a Mercedes at 
£13,995 


96 Mercedes 609 


16 highback seats in moquette, 4 point belts, 
power front door entry, PLS external tailift, 
full carpetlines, coifed for 16 seats or 8 seats 
+ 4 wheelchairs, good reliable workhorse at 
£6,495 


R reg Mercedes Sprinter 410 

17 seater inc drive, Rainbow Mogette seats, 

Non slip floor, average mls, chrome eurolin- 
ers, newly coifed, this vehicle is ready to 

work at 

£10,995 


isa 


99 Renault Master LWB 
Highroof, ratcliff internal tailift, nicely 
trimmed. no slip floor, 14 highback seats with 
4 point belts, excellent value 
£7,995 


W reg Vauxhall Movano LWB 

9 highback seats in moquette, fully automatic 

internal tail-lift, crest conversion, 47,000mIs, 

full carpetlined, lots of unwin tracking, a truly 
nice vehicle at 

£10,495 


52 Citroen SWB 
8/12 highback seats, 4 point belts, non slip 
floor, low mls, gleaming white, a very late 
minibus at tremendous value 
£9,995 


X Ford Transit 
17 seat long cube, 44,000mIs, college owned 
from new, newly coifed, totally unmarked 
giving excellent value at 
£9,495 


Choice of two 99 Iveco 59-12 
Leiaster carrage builders (coach built) com- 
plete flat floor, extremely low mls, lots of 
tracking, 6/16 highback seats, Ricon fully 
auto, internal tailift, these will take all your 
wheelchairs at 

£8,995 


98 Iveco 49-10 
15 highback seats, 4 point belts, external PLS 
tailift, tinted windows, power plug door, front 
entry, chrome euroliners, a nice dual purpose 
vehicle at 

£7,995 


ARRVING SOON - 1998 Mercedes Sprinter 
412 Olimpus 
Conversion (coach rear) with boot, please 
ring for further details 


X Ford Transit SWB 
8/12 highback seats with 3 point belts, 
diesel, PAS, totally immaculate inside & out, 
a total excellent workhorse, extremely good 
value at 
£7,995 


W reg Renault Master SWB 
8 highback seats in velour,int Ricon tailift, low 
mls, extremely clean inside & out, tremen- 
dous value at 
£7,495 
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Where can you find one of the largest stock of wheelchair accessible/conventional 
minibuses? Ready to work, combining this with over 50 years of experience in the 
industry. Just one friendly phone call to Wayne or Philip will simplify your job. 


Heatons Motor Co, Wigan 
Tel: 01942 864222 


We guarantee quality vehicles, right prices, no pressure sales. 
Come and have a coffee while you browse at your leisure. 


Junction 23, M6 or 20 miles from Manchester/Liverpool airport. 
www.heatonsmotorco.co.uk 
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routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


‘first stop for bus & coach’ 


busbiz 


www.busbiz.co.uk 


Contact Telephone 


0844 800 6857 
01908 521816 
07834 491500 


1999 Mercedes 0404 Hispano 
53 seats, Air-Con, Rev Camera, monitor 
Video, fridge, continental door 
£85,950 


1991 Kassbohrer Setra S215HR 
2x Available, 53 seats + Courier, Air-Con, 
re-trimmed 2004, 1@ £22500 p Ladd 
£20,500 ‘osta ress 
www.busbiz.co.uk 
PO Box 5717 
Milton Keynes 
MK4 2WY 


Email Address 


info@busbiz.co.uk 


1988 Scania K112 Van Hool 
49 / 53 seats + Courier, demount Toilet, 
monitor & video. 


£17,500 


10.0m Volvo B6 Alexander 
M Registered, 40 seats, 19 standees 


£11,000 


Looking for finance for 
your next bus or coach? 


—— 


Free online quotations 
from leading UK finance 


companies. 
Asset Finance / Leasing 
40.0m MAN 1 1.190 Optare 2002 '52' Mercedes Sprinter 413cdi Business Loans 
1994 ‘L' Reg 40 seats, 16 standees. 15 seats + belts, luggage pen, Factoring & Invoice 
LED Destination. discounting 
£12,950 £22,500 


Even More... 
www.busbiz.co.uk 


AdClik Ltd t/a busbiz.co.uk, 2nd Floor, 145-157 StJohn Street, London. EC1V 4PY 


MidWest 


Cheltenham Ltd 


MWM models. Both the 33 and the 29 are available for eanadion delivery and have an 
Eberspacher hot air saloon heating system fitted. The 29 version has the benefit of an 
extra-extra large boot and a roof mounted Eberspacher air-conditioning system. 


New Vehicles Delivery 


Mercedes 814 MWM33, coach seats, stainless steel frame Late June 
Mercedes 814 MWM29, as above but with Air-Con Immediate 
Mercedes 413 ONYX, 16 seats with O/S door and wheel chair lift Immediate 
Mercedes 814 Plaxton Beaver DP, 29 seats w/chair lift Late June 


Quality Prepared Pre-Owned 
2002 Mercedes Nouvelle 2, 33 seats, coach specification 
2001 Optare Solo 8.5 mtr stainless steel frame, 30 seats 

1997 LDV Convoy (Transit Turbo), Factory, 16 seats 
1996 Dennis Berkhof Excellence, 53 reclining seats 


ww.bussales.co.uk 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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J.J. KAVANAGH & 


I x 2000 5 x 2001 
All automatic & 
= one air con, some with 
aa RAT ANGE 6 SOtS Ww/C 


=m 


Plaxton Premier 


3500 


2x 1999 4 x 2000 
Auto & air con in 
2000 models 


Single deck bus 
1999 Volvo BIO 


BLE 44 seat low 
floor, Alexander ALX 
300 body in excellent 
condition, owned by 
us from new with full 
service history. 
Choice of 2 vehicles. 


Head office - Main Street, Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny 
Tel: +353 56 8831106 Fax: +353 56 8831172 
Web: www.jjkavanagh.ie Email: info@jjkavanagh.ie 


Due to fleet restructure 


THE BIRMINGHAM COACH COMPANY LTD 


Offer for sale the following coaches from our 
Private hire fleet 


Scania KI 13 Van Hool Alizee 1997 (P reg) 49 seats plus rear toilet/washroom, 
Base White, Good Condition throughout with full service history MOT 3/06, Auto 


Scania KI13 Van Hool Alizee 1995 (M and N reg) 49/53 seats, Base White. 
Choice, Good condition throughout with full service history, MOT 6/06, Auto £44,500 


Scania K112 Van Hool Alizee |989 (pp) 49 seats full executive , video, centre 


Toilet/Washroom, Ext Red/Yellow/White. MOT 8/05 .....sssssssssssessesssssssssesseesscsssssnsseess £23,000 
Scania K112 Jonckheere | 988 (pp) 49 seats full executive, centre 
Toilet/Washroom, DVD player etc, Ext Red/Yellow/White. MOT 12/0B............00 £22,500 
Scania K92 Duple 320 1990 (pp) 55 seats, Graffiti trim Ext Red/Yellow/White. Full 
5 S| Re artery hh are eee ee ener oer £12,000 
Volvo BIOM, Plaxton Premiere 1995 (pp) Graffiti trim, Ext White, 44 seats plus 
rear galley: Rear Toilet, MOT 6/06; Aiea rorexrrerecsoressssrnunseersndenessnesatssnnusacsvstanestontateeeents £38,500 
Leyland Tiger, Plaxton Paramount (ex Shearings) 1988 (pp) Graffiti trim, 53 
seats, Ext Red/Yellow/VVhiteyMOM@A/ OG. viccccucscessascossczeonssvecassassocstecrsecssncosctadesscaesiosaules £12,950 
Dennis Dart/Plaxton Pointer 28/32 seats H / | Reg, Choice, Good Condition, 


£9,000 


Prices exclude VAT & tyres 
Full inspection facilities & finance available 


For further details contact Geoff Howle on 07768 798526 


Work available to local purchaser 


PRICE-LESS -— ring 0870 241 8745 for details 
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> HOLT LTD 


BUS & COACH SPECIALISTS NEW 


NEW SCHOOL BUSES Various styles of 
Ayat Bravo, reg March 2002, 73 — seating capacity 60/70 seats coach spec and 


recliners, WC, air conditioning, 4 } SLF options 
x TV monitors, MoT May 2006, all. with 


: wheelchair 
fridge, webasto - 4 accessibility, 
£155,000 ono ah. all with auto 

a gearboxes as 
standard. 


Ayat Atlas 2001, reg 05/11, 53 
i i NEW SPECIFICATION UNREGISTERED 
recliners, we, a/c, 2 x monitors, NEW BMC HAWK SERVICE BUS 29 seats 


A LATEST SPEC BMC PROBUS MINICOACH 

MoT Nov 2005, 2 fridges, Cummins euro 3 engine, voith auto gearbox, 

— Webasto jo roa manual 6 speed ZF SLF, wheelchair accessible, all DDA regs 
~ gearbox, cummins euro 3 engine, compliable. 

£78,000 ono 35 seats plus courier, D/G tinted glass, 
PA system, TV, DVD, wheel trims, ferry 
lift & many more extras. 2 years 
manufacturer warranty (Also 5 speed 
. ZF Automatic option available 
7 x Scania Double Deckers, some ii ii at 
with seat belts. All in good 
condition, various MoTs 


£18,500 each, or discount on 
NEW BMC FALCON SERVICE BUSES 


all seven. ONLY 4 remaining 4 40/46 seats Cummins euro 3 engines, voith 
auto gearboxes, kneeling suspension DDA 
regs compliable. 


Tel: 01832 272546 Mobile: 07885 913881 We a ea to beat any written wiueeon on 


- the above vehicles, part exchange welcome, 


REI D'S COACH ES, RHYNIE finance at competitive prices, discount for cash 


sales with no part exchange. 
Vehicle MOT Price 


Volvo Caetano B10M 49/53 Str 11/05 £42,000 
Volvo Caetano B10M 53 Str 05/06 £5,000 
Daf Caetano 51 Str + WC 05/06 £5,000 
Mercedes Vario 24 Str 03/06 £16,000 
Mercedes 611 24 Str 1 04/06 £9,500 
Ford Transit 100 8 Str 11/05 £4,800 
Ford Transit 120 8 Str 1 03/06 £2,300 
Ford Transit 100 8 Str 02/06 £8,600 
Ford Transit 150 8 Str 03/06 £6,500 
Ford Transit 150 15 Str 04/06 £2,600 
LDV Convoy H Roof 8 Str 02/06 £4,500 
LDV Convoy H Roof 16 Str 05/06 £6,750 
LDV Convoy H Roof 16 Str 1 05/06 £2,800 
LDV Pilot 8 Str 09/05 £650 


AUTOMATIC SERVICE BUSES 25/27/29 seater Mercedes 709 
automatic L/M/N/P from £4,250 all from large fleet operator, 
various tests just out of service. 


DENNIS DART SERVICE BUSES from 28-35 seats, various 
coach builders, Carlyle/Wrights/Paxton/East Lancs, H-M reg 
1994 from £4,500, tested. 


LARGE AUTOMATIC SERVES BUSES 48 seater East Lancs 
Falcons, choice of 15 from £3,500, tested. 


DOUBLE DECKER BUSES 1983/84 low bridge D/D service 
buses, choice of 10 all with tests £POA 


LDV Convoy H Roof 16 Str 04/06 £6,750 
Renault Master 16 Str 03/06 £13,000 
Citroen Van 09/05 £3,100 


Tel. 01464 861212 or 07831 173681 


MERCEDES REEVE BURGESS 25 highback seats with belts, 
dual purpose, destination gear £POA 


SJUSWIDSIZADAPE ANOA adeI/d 03 $HZ8 IPT OL8O 3UIY PIIJISSEID 


Finance arranged on used vehicles all competitive 
rates - subject to status 


Tel: 01204 650999 Fax: 01204 665300 
Email: bevholt@bdholt.co.uk www.bdholt.co.uk 
Cuthbert Street Garage, Bolton BL3 3SD 
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YARD SALE Leyland Atlantean 1980 Atlantean Open Top 


2001 10.7 Plaxto 
Ramp, Kn 


with Dual 
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Immediate Delivery 
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Choice of 26 Mercedes V. 


evland Choice of 1992, 1995, 1998, 1999, 2000 16 
Seat PSV In Stock excellent choice 


All available ex stock 
Immediate Delivery 


for full Specifications 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


Seats or 25 and Jumbo Boot 


1983-88 Leyland Olympian New Mercedes 33 Seat Luxury £ 4000 00 Deposit immediate Deliv 
Immediate Delivery on New Mercedes 33 Seat Dual Purpose 
77 Seats Beaver Plus with Coach Seats, Luggage Racks and Boot 


Available, Son 


Choice of 28 Mercedes Service Buses 25 to 33 Seats +Slandees 
Low Bridge, T Choice of New and Used Mercedes Sprinter 16 Seat & WIC 
rea a aE Choice of New and Used Mercedes Vito with up to 2 Wheelchairs 
included 


1 1 Gall us now for full details 


its with Power Door to Cheetah 33 Coach 


Immediate Delivery 2004 10.7 Plaxton 34+2 
From On! 250. 1997 10.1 Plaxton 
Plus VAT 


Mercedes Coach Spec. Sprinters 16 to 24 


MTL J 


MOSELEY 


PEPE 


- Z 2003 VOLVO B7 JOCKHEERE MODULO 
New Toyota Ss available from stock 53 reclining seats, automatic transmission, air conditioning, Interior - blue, 


Exterior - white. 


1995 Volvo B10M Premiere 2003 DENNIS PLAXTON PRIMA 
1995-98 Volvo B10M Van Hools - Ring for details 53 reclining seats, double glazed windows, Interior - blue, Exterior - duo blue. 
1994 Toyota Optimo - 21 seat 
1992 B10M Premiere - auto sumer fees chlton Buttes Fan Wengen Gomera RI 
1992 Mercedes 709 - 28 seater, 3 point belts, Telephone: (01823) 653000 + Fax: (01823) 663502 _ E-mail; enquiries@moseleysouth.co.uk 
new high back seats 
2001 B10M Plaxton Excalibur - Choice Volvo/Joncheere selection of vehicles for immediate disposal, 
2001 Volvo B10M Caetano Enigma - Choice of 49/51 ’ ; : 
Spats anit all with current MOT’s, manual gearbox and painted the same. 
2001 Scania L94 Irizar Century - 53 seats, air con, auto 
Small selection of contract vehicles available RegNo. DOFR Seats Toilet MOT Exp. Sale Price 
M735 KJU 1/3/1995 49/53 Centre Sep-05 £39,950 
. ae . M734 KJU 1/3/1995 49/53 Centre Sep-05 £39,950 
Many more vehicles arriving - if you GIZ 3141 1/3/1995 49/53 Centre May-06 £39,950 
don’t see it - give us a call! L48.ORC 12/5/2004 49 Rear May-06 £34,950 


Wanted - OnE surplus vehicles for cash SIL 1892 1/8/1992 49 Rear Oct-05 £27,500 


All prices exclude tyres and VAT 
Contact Bob Dunn 0115 924 8250 or 07785 954 038 


HOW ADVERTISERS KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
A CIRCULATION BOOST AND A BOAST 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


Media planners and advertisers can be difficult to impress. With comparable and independently verified information, ABC provides the reassurance AB ; 
they need before committing their budgets. To find out more call us on 01442 870800 or visit www.abc.org.uk 


ADDING VALUE TO YOUR BUSINESS 
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SPECIAL OFFERS 


New Mercedes 33 Seat Luxury or 
24 Seat Luxury Coach Spec 
Including Double Glazing, PA System and 
Satellite Navigation 
Only £ 4000.00 Deposit - Immediate Delivery - 20 MPG 
Only at Blythswood Motors Glasgow - Limited Stock also 
choiceof used same terms 


Dennis Javelins Choice of 3 
very low mileage, immaculate - 
Choice of 36 Coach Seats, Power Door and 42 and 47 
Seats, 
Cummins and ZF from only £ 14000.00 plus VAT all 
Forced Air, one Air Con 


Blythswood Motors Glasgow 
0141 221 3165 / 0141 639 6107 


SGONTAC 


The most comprehensive A5 industry directory 


. Ferguson 


Located Near 


coach sales 
Lice] 


Coaches for Sale schivsnamestams 


1998 Volvo B10M 
Excalibur, 48 recliners, air 
con, toilets, fridge, hot water 
boiler, video, radio/PA, Telma, 
alloy wheels MoT Nov 05, 
£68,000 + VAT 

1998 Volvo B7R Plaxton 
Premier, 55 seats, Mot May 
2006, 

£50,000 + VAT 

1998 Mercedes 308D 
Sprinter, 14 seats, 3 point belts, 
PCV Spec, MoT Oct 05, 
£5,500 + VAT 


1997 (P) BOVA FUTURA EXECUTIVE COACH 
49 Reclining Seats, Air-Conditioning, Seat Belts, 
Hot/Cold Servery, Toilet/Washroom, Stereo/PA 
MOT March 2006 £65,000 + VAT ono 


1999 (T) BOVA FUTURA EXECUTIVE COACH 
49 Reclining Seats, Air-Conditioning, Seat Belts, 
Hot/Cold Servery, Toilet/Washroom, Stereo/PA 
MOT March 2006 £85,000 + VAT ono 
Both Coaches are in excellent condition for year, 
Maintained to our usual High Standard, in White 
And available now. Please Call to View. 


John Edwards - 01323-440622 or 07974-369570 


Contact Roger or Richard 
01242-257714 
or 07887 791757 
Marchants of Cheltenham Spa 


ey ey 


Britains largest supplier of used Mercedes Buses, 
Always in excess of 30 available from £2,650 
From 21 seats, auto and manual 
709, 811, 814, all body manufacturers 


Stafford Bus Centre 


Specialist Bus & Coach Sales 


email: martin@staffordouscentre.com 
07803 222552 Mobile 


wuww.staffordbuscentre.com 


AM prices 
01782 791774 plus VAT 


FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


ee ay kext 
Distributor for ieee kext 
ieee 


QUALITY USED VEHICLES - up FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


MORE STOCK VEHICLES - Ford Transit (97), LDV (95), 2 x LDV (98), Iveco Daily wh/ch access (95), Mercedes 512D (97) 
PHOTOGRAPHS CAN BE E-MAILED ON REQUEST 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 
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Market Place 


- WANTED - 


Home for over 800 loyal passengers, averaging 4 holidays a year, (Established 
1987) who are used to personal service, excellent hotel’s, taxi door to door 
prior to travelling on a Bova Futura (new to us 5 years ago) in immaculate 
condition, used only on our own British tours and private hire — hence 
extremely low mileage. 


14” ‘Flip Down’ LCD Monitor & DVD System. 


Owner would be proud to introduce and oversee buyers initiation into their 
“family” for a short term. 


Box No 33, SUITE 4, CENTURY HOUSE, TOWERMEAD BUSINESS PARK, 
FLETTON, PETERBOROUGH PE2 9DY 


route 


PORTABLE BATTERY PACKS 
Direct to the heart of the coach and bus industry 


. : ¢ Packs custom 2) “. 
first with news 7” 


built for all 
dedicated circulation ee 
legal news by Mike Jewell —_ 
industry interviews ¢ Maintenance 
in-depth features mee 
company profiles 
latest test drives 
supported by the CPT 


We will come out to your premises, Install the equipment & 
connect to your existing public address and speakers fully 
suppressed and guaranteed. 


“We are more reliable than our competitors and keep our 


appointments!” NOW AVAILABLE 


PSV 


best for buying & selling 
ABC application approved 
FREE every week 


budget unit 
for owner/ 
operators 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE BS24 SAY 
WwW. powervamp.com 
Tet: 01934 643000 Fax: 01934 642800 


a 83 


SMARTSOUND 
AUTOELECTRONICS 


om. _ 


a al 
= a = Also: 


= 
‘Specialist in vehicle electrical faults/repairs. 
Specialist in all after-market electrical accessories and 
installations: TV, VCR/DVD, CD/TAPE PLAYERS 
AMPLIFIRES, PA SYSTEMS 

DIGITAL CCTV/REVERSING CAMERAS DRINKS 

MACHINE, HOT COLD HAND WASH UNITS 

AND MUCH MORE!!! 
All work carried out on your premises 


CALL NOW ON 07946 093949 OR 01858 433768 
(Midlands Based) 


Speech & AU-PA 
Systems 


Minibus microphone systems fr £45nett; 
Handsfree mics with control box fr £28.50nett; 
Full incoach AU PA fr £189nett; 
Courier xr mics fr £15, DUD units fr £1 68nett; 
R-CD, R-Cass 12/24u poa. 


FCAU & Co (bespoke) 
www.fcav.co.uk 
EM:sales@fcav.co.uk 
T: (01594 564552) 
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Airconco 


LIMiItTrep 


TRANSICOLD 
— 


3 
V 


™® THERMO KING 


HISPAGLD 
Servicing / Repairs / Parts 


Systems 


AUUY 


Tel: 01706 361966 www.airconco.itd.uk 


TO PURCHASE CHECKPOINT/DUSTITE loose 
wheelnut indicators or to locate your 
nearest stockist, Tel: 015242 71200 
www.checkpoint-safety.com, 
E-mail:info@checkpoint-safety.com 


rOUTE controlled 


Circulation 


Tel: 0151 355 0004 - Fax: 0151 356 8408 
Credit cards accepted 


FREE to operators - 
every Thursday 


Market Place 


Up-to-the-minute industry information 
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* For parts and service * 


CB) 


“BERNSTEIN 


Tel: (01923) 239996 
ENGINEERING LIMITED 


Unit 1, Colne Way Court, Colne Way, Watford, Herts WD24 7NE 
FAX: (01923) 252633 


CRAIG TILSLEY 


Suppliers of reconditioned: 


WORKS: 
TEL: MOORFIELDS 
01782 791524 IND. EST. 


01782 791527 COATES HEATH, 
FAX: STOKE-ON-TRENT 
01782 791316 $T21 6QY 


0870 241 8745 


The Diesel Engine 
Remanufacturer 
DAF - VOLVO - CUMMINS - SCANIA 
- LEYLAND - GARDNER - MAN 
For remanufactured and dyno test 
diesel engines with a full warranty call 
Driveline 
Engineering Ltd 


OUR CLIENTS INCLUDE 


Manufacture Bunded Fuel Tanks 
for ss smaganeaien 20 eninge or Seomp 


aise: to Environment pone piqamigiiiin 

| ; Fuel Management Systems 
Pumps / Service Contracts / Spares & Repairs 
OFTEC registered engineers, site surveys & more) 


HEATHROW EXPRESS 


SOUTHEAST TRAINS 


IPSWICH BUSES 
EUROSTAR 


ANGE A DEMONSTRATION OF OUR UNIQUE CLEANING MAINTENANCE SYSTEMS 


CALL: 00 44 (0) 1473 604024 FAX : 0044 (0) 1473 604 493 
VISIT US AT: www.solutionse2.com 


MAN ENGINE SPECIALISTS 


LAWMAN COMMERCIAL SERVICES LTD 


Engine rebuilds carried out to the highest 
standard on all types of MAN diesel engines, 
coach & truck, We are also able to carry out 

liner seat cutting whilst engines remain 
in the vehecle. 

OE Quality engine parts also available at 
competative prices for all your MAN needs 
Contact John or Alison 
Tel: 01530 231235 
Fax: 01530 231236 
Mobiles 24Hr: 07850779565 / 07718738785 
(Leicestershire) 


Used diesel engines & spare parts. 


We also offer a full reconditioning service for: Volvo, 


Cummins, Gardner, DAF Scania 
Tel: 01204 468213 
Myco Engineering Services Ltd 


talking 
about ‘The 


UK Manufacturers 
Quick Deliveries 
To suit all types of 
vehicle 


rr . 2 Lyon Close 
Competitive Prices Woburn Road Ind Estate 
Kempston 


Beds MK42 7SB 


For Further Information & 
Technical AssistanceContact 


Tel: 01234 843979 
Fax: 01234 843916 


Commercial Vehicle Lift, & Commercial 
brake testers for sale. Contact Roger on 
01384 410008 or 07932 069627 


Reco 
Equipment 


1 x set Teclamit 

26 Tonne capacity column lifts 
1 x Crypton CVBT 
Commercial brake tester CW 
print-out facility 

1 x Refurbished Laycock 

14 Tonne 6-post commercial 
vehicle lift 


01179 862449 


THHS Ltd 


Tel: 01925 657555 
Fax: 01925 657556 


www. THHS.co.uk 
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Market Place 


COACH & AIR CONDITIONING 
REFURBISHMENTS 


Specialists in:- 
y STRETCH PANELS 
. BODY PANELS 
CHASSIS REPAIRS 
RE-SPRAYS 


INSURANCE APPROVED REPAIRERS 
Telephone: 01922 495522 
Unit 2, Fryers Road, Bloxwich, 
West Midlands, WS2 7LZ 


We offer the BEST PRICES on 
Remanufactured exchange 
Steering Boxes, Pumps & Rams 
12 months guarantee 
FAST FREE DELIVERY 


(To most UK areas, ex stock) 


Call: 0870 760 9147 


www.powersteeringdirect.com 


24HR COACH RESCUE SERVICE 


Personal Service - 


buzziines » 


coach operators 


LEADING 
ESTABLISHED 
COACH OPERATOR \ 
WE CAN PROVIDE | 
R THE HELP YOU NEED / 
- WHEN YOU 
NEED IT 

MOST 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


01303 261870 
07767 475625 


24hr roadside assistance with engineers “on call” 


Priority access to Channel Tunnel & Dover Docks 
U.K. continental breakdown assistance & recovery 


Replacement vehicles & drivers for onward 
transportation of passengers 


Modern fully equipped workshops and stores 
Vehicle inspections, servicing & repairs undertaken 


Fleet of over 50 new air conditioned vehicles 
including double deck coaches 


Unit G1, Lympne Industrial Park, 
Nr. Hythe, Kent CT21 4LR | scles@buzzlines.co.uk 
www.buzzlines.co.uk | Fax 01303 230093 


Fax us on 0870 241 8891 


Market Place 
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ODURON 
AETHLU 
(Motors LTD 


1 24 hour Breakdown 
Recovery 


J Groeneveld Speed 
Limiter Centre 

J Tachograph Centre 

| Workshop Repairs 

7 Coaches available 
for journey 

T Continuation of 
passengers 


The Garage, Llanfaethlu, 
Holyhead, Anglesey 


Tel: 01407 730759 
Mob: 07803 218500 
Fax: 01407 730044 


LOW COST RESPRAYS 
IN NEW 2 PACK PAINT 
SOLID COLOURS 


Mini Bus from £350 
Coaches from £600 
Metallic from £895 
BUS CARE WARKS. 


Day: 07774 485310 
Night: 01789 296884 


everyone’s 
talking 
about ‘The 


South East Coachworks 


Tel: 01795 534888 eocningiectthenscntiaeill com 


M&H COACHWORKS Ltd 
vevere Since 1979 revere 


The North's Premier 
COACH & BUS ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE 


QUALITY ACCIDENT 
REPAIRS & RESPRAYS 


APPROVED BY ALL LEADING 
INSURANCE COMPANIES. LOCATED 
ONE MINUTE JUNCTION 3 M621 


FOR PROFESSIONAL HELP AND 
ASSISTANCE, ESTIMATES & 
QUOTATIONS ETC 


CALL NOW ON LEEDS 
0113 2441671 


QUALITY INSTALATIONS 
TOILET SYSTEMS, DRINKS MACHINES, 
FRIDGES ETC WEBASTO HEATER & 
THETFORD TOILET - SALES & SERVICE 
NEW ON-LINE SHOPPING WEBSITE 
FOR COACH PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


Please visit: www.mhcoachworks.co.uk 


Jennings CVS 


SEATS 


www.jennings-seats.co.uk 


01270 257417 


sear seis 


routeONE 


BARRY 


HALL 


INSTALLATIONS 


Af securon #7 


SERVICE 


SERVICE 
> 
' 


' { 
ata 


© Seat Belt 
Supplies 

© Hand Rail 
Padding 

@ Next Day 
Delivery 

@ Seat Belt 
Installations 


® Double Deckers 
Seat Belted 


The UK’s no1 Seatbelt Installers 


Call the Experts 


: 01522 689911 


Email: info@bhiuk.com 
www.bhiuk.com 


Fax: 01522 689922 2 EE] = 


Your Seat Belt Installation is our Reputation 


- 


A New Outlook in 
Commercial 
and Passenger Seating 
Phoenix Seating Limited 
manufactures the highest quality 
seating for the commercial and 
passenger markets. The whole 
manufacturing process from 
concept through design to 
engineering is carried out 
in - house. All seats are tested to 
M1, M2, M3 standard EEC directive 
761115 and ECE R14.05 using 
accredited test centres in the uk. 


For more information call us on 
01384 296622 or contact 
Sara Haywood on 07810 852270 


DRIVERS SEATS Couify Seal 


@ Air suspension 
@ 3 point belt 
@ Headrest 


Air seats from 


£299 + VAT 
(Seat shown £599 + VAT) 


FREE DELIVERY 
(To most UK areas, ex stock) 


en 


Call: 0870 760 9413 or Buy Online 
www.comfyseating.com 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


Tel: +44 (0) 870 8701282 
Fax: +44 (0) 1244 289818 


Email: 
sales@mtb-equipment.com 


AB 


MTB manufactures a huge range of 
Passenger seating 


+ ANTI VANDAL BUS SEATING 

+ TIP UP SEATING 

* HIGH QUALITY COACH SEATING 

+ DUAL PURPOSE INTER URBAN 
SEATING 


Established in 1980 - 25 years in 
the industry, 2 sites in Milton Keynes 
and Deeside 


Call Mark Carter or Debbie Gregory on 
0870 870 1282 


TACHO ANALYSIS 


Are you paying too much? Are you 
getting the service you deserve? 


Newtab Ltd 


Specialist Coach & Bus 
Centre 19 Charles St, 
Wrexham LL13 8BT 
Email: tacbureau@aol.com 


797/101 3095/SE 


www.tachographanalysisbureau.co.uk 


Market Place 


Wayfarer Saver, Wayfarer 3 and 
Wayfarer TGX Ticket Machines 


Baseplates and modules are also available. 
Ticket rolls for all quality ticket machines 
(Almex & Wayfarer), ink bobbins, 
fareboxes, cash bags 
CAMBIST AND PENDAMATIC 
CHANGE DISPENSERS AND COIN 
TENDER TABLES 


Drivers portable cash trays 


John Groves 
Contactus TICKET SYSTEMS 
now for (3 7a 01294 471155 
further BB rax 01294 471166 
details FES e-mail sales@jgts.com 


ODLid }OHALL 


Bas PENDAMATIC www.cambist.se 


CPC Courses National & International, 
quality training, small groups with high success rates. 
For a more personal and professional service look no 
further. Ridgeway Training, Tel: 01342 
712175 


ai xem 


QUICK CHANGE 
COIN DISPENSERS 


ks —_ 


SJUNWIISIZADAPL ANOA adeI/d 03 SHZ8 IVT OZ8O SuUlM 


OnLine Help/Assistance 24/7 


DVD. Audio CD. Intensive 
Homestudy. Accom, Buy-OnLine 


Low cost sales, spare parts and service. | 
Full details: | 


Transport Ticket Services Ltd, Ci vee friendberry.co.uk 


Newcastle, 
Monmouth, Gwent NP25 4NT Guilds 01984 656 310 
Tel/Fax: 01600 750650 = 


Water pumps - slack adjusters 
compressors - air brake valves 


BLUESTRIPE 
iz 


WRIGHT TRAINING 
SERVICES LTD 
CPC COURSES 


NATIONAL and INTERNATIONAL 
Attendance courses held at Thurrock, Essex 
Homestudy Courses also available 


Tel: 01708 867564 
Fax: 01708 867864 


www.wright-training.com 


allah mid waa com TRANSMISSIONS 


Dart - Allison AT545 from £850 
Olympian - Hydra from £1,450 
Atlantean - Pneumo from £625 


01384 893083 


COACH TRIMMERS 


Supplying the Bus and Coach Industry 
with quality seat retrims and 
interior refurbishment 


Tel: 01254 248177 
Fax: 01254 240858 


. Complete floor ig service 
Email: info@whalleytransportstudies.co.uk 


Centre gangways/full floors relayed 


Collection and delivery service anywhere 
in the UK seven days a week 


Alan Madrell School of Motoring Ltd. 
P.C.V Training, Licence upgrades. 
Accommodation available. Tel 0191 373 
3145 www.alanmadrell.co.uk 


Tel/Fax: 01751 472229 
info@eastgate-coachtrimmers.co.uk 
www.eastgate-coachtrimmers.co.uk 
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COACH AND 
BUS RETRIMS 


DUOFLEX LTD 


Now OFFERING 


Good quality trimming, common sense 
prices. Some sets same day. Sales of 
moquette, lino, soft trim and Voor carpet 


Tel: Steve or Damien on 
Brackley (01280) 701366 
email: sales@duoflex.co.uk 
website: www.duoflex.co.uk 


www.ahead-of-the-rest P0!Ye 
14 and 15 THURNSCOE 
BUSINESS CENTRE, 
PRINCESS DRIVE, 
THURNSCOE, NR ROTHER- 
HAM, S.YORKS S63 OBL 


Phone or fax 


P.L. TRIM 
A rol Nl 
e Quality Seat Re-Trims 
e Interior Refurbishment 
e Sales for roof & side wall carpet 
AT COMPETITIVE PR 
LATEST DESIGN 
eel 


MOBILE 
COLUMN LIFTS 
Brand new 
mobile lifts for sale, 
8 tonne per column 


BEST PRICE IN UK 
07947 837 358 
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Market Place 


a All major credit cards accepted tf 


Market Place 


24 HR EXCHANGE 


@ COST OR REPAIR SERVICE 

@ OLD UNITS PURCHASED 

@ FREE NATIONWIDE 

COLLECTION & DELIVERY @ QUOTES 


QUALITY ASSURED 


01425 638426 
ENGINEERING 


www.crturbos.co.uk 


so the choice is yours. 


Fel: ©1298 74737 
Fax: O270 735 9842 


eee 


"609/709/811 1 D 


| Next day delivery nationwide 


Tel nextBus Ltd 


01249 462 462 


(24 hours) 
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MERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS @ MERCEDES-BENZ 


=BUS & COACH PARTS @ MERCEDES-BENZ BU 


DENNIS PARTS 


Get your Dennis parts from the 
company who really know 
Dennis buses 


BUS & COACH PARTS 
Nationwide Delivery 
Call us on 0141 339 0555 
fax 0141 339 9568 
or go on-line 
www.busandcoachparts.co.uk 
friendly service with great prices 


THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL 


Dennis Dart Header Tanks 
in Steel £120 


a CON 


WE HAVE IN STOCK MERCEDES-BENZ SPARES FOR THESE MODELS 
609D, 709D, 711D, 811D, 814D, VARIO 814D 
OTHER MODELS IN STOCK 


We also stock a large range of high quality used Mercedes Benz 
bus & coach parts. 
We are fully licensed by the Environment Agency. 
Make sure you help the Environment by choosing to buy your spare parts 
from a licensed Environmental dealer. 
We want your redundant Mercedes Benz bus or coach...any age any condition. 


We accept major credit cards so that you can have that much-need part 
within 24 hours. All our parts are guaranteed and on the shelf, ready to go. 


ERITH COMMERCIALS 
Tel: 01322 290921 Fax: 01322 2900049 


E-mail: m-benz@erithcommercials.co.uk 
www.erithcommercials.com 


WORLDWIDE EXPORTERS 
ERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS @ MERCEDES-BEN 


oa FACTORY DIRECT 
SERVICES 


Re-conditioned column lifts available for 
sale. All supplied with warranty and test certificate. 
07970 579258 


Up-to-the-minute industry information 


Nd ZNI9-SAGIDYAW @ SLUYVd HDVO)D 3 SN 
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Parts Sales 
Specialist 


Excellent salary for the right person 


(Relocation package) 


Heavy Duty Parts Ltd one of the UK's largest suppliers of parts to the PSV 
industry require an experienced parts person to join our office based team. 


The right candidate for this new position will: 


@ Have a substantial knowledge of the general parts market 
including the marques of coaches operated in the UK. 
(specialist knowledge of Neoplan, Setra, Mercedes & MAN 
would be advantageous but not essential) 


Be computer literate 
Have excellent communications skills 


Be capable of working under extreme pressure in a busy 
office environment 


@ Be able to work on their own initiative 


Closing date 17 June 2005. Applications in writing, including CV please to: 


HEAVY DUTY PARTS 


LIMITED es 
Cross Street, Sturton-le-Steeple fis 
Nottinghamshire DN22 9HW 


The UK's largest independent supplier of parts to the PSV industry 


Regional Sales Manager 


Mistral Group is the UK's most innovative supplier of buses for both sales and rental. 


An innovative, customer led philosophy sets us apart from the crowd, and has 
ensured our year on year growth since our formation. We think differently, we work 
differently and we refuse to stand still. 


To further drive our success, we are looking to strengthen our team and are looking 
for a Regional Sales Manager, who like us is forward thinking and perhaps a little 
different from the industry norm. 


You are a team player, probably aged between 23 and 35, and located in the South 
of England. Commercially aware — you are flexible and possess a positive attitude 
geared towards success for both you and the company. 


If this sounds like you, and you want the opportunity to work for a young and 
progressive organisation, send in your CV and a letter indicating your salary 
expectations, explaining why you’re right for the position to: 


Steve Low 
Mistral Group (UK) plc 
PO Box 130 
Knutsford 
Cheshire 
WA16 6AG 


Email: steve@mistral-group.com 


Closing date : 17th june ‘05 


recruitment 


OPERATIONS DIRECTOR 


North London/Hertfordshire small/medium coach company are looking 
for an individual with ambition to take this company onto the next level. 
This opportunity will appeal to candidates looking to realize their 
potential and develop their career in a fast paced environment. 


@ Previous experience of managing in a fast moving transport business 
is preferable but not essential. Requirements include:- 


@ Highly energetic, commercially driven and ability to work well within 
a challenging evolving company. 


Excellent written and verbal communication skills, man-management 
expertise and proficient computer knowledge. 


Must be achievement orientated, positive with drive, energy and 
commitment, demonstrating a can do attitude. 


Ability to work at a hands-on level and also be able to look at the 
issues with a big picture perspective. 


Capable of managing in a complex, multi-process environment — 
ability to multi-task. 


It is essential that candidates have a flexible approach to working hours 
in order to achieve business objectives. 


If you think you are up for the challenge then contact 


PO BOX NO 35, EXPO PUBLISHING 
SUITE 4, CENTURY HOUSE 
TOWERMEAD BUSINESS PARK, FLETTON 
PETERBOROUGH PE2 9DY 


hotfdays 


ARE YOU THE BEST? 
Commercial Director 


e Are you ambitious, driven and commercially minded? 

e Do you have the experience and knowledge to 
implement and drive forward ambitious plans for the 
future? 

e Do you have a can-do attitude and relish a challenge? 


If so then I would like to hear from you. 


I have a bold and exciting vision for the future of our 
- company that involves bringing Skills Holidays to the 
_ forefront of the highly competitive coaching market and I 
| am looking for the right person to aid me in that goal. 


_ If you have a proven track record in management and 
have a leadership style that nurtures, empowers and 
inspires colleagues then please give me, Nigel Skill, a call 
on 07764 661 069 or email nigel.skill@skills.co.uk. 

; All calls will be treated in the strictest confidence. 


Salary package to attract the best, including share option 
and a high level of autonomy. 


Skills Holidays, established in 1919, employs 100+ excellent staff, 
operates 30 state of the art coaches and has a turnover of £10 million. | 


For more details on Skills please visit our website 
www.skillsholidays.co.uk 
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Nexus man plans to Mori bolsters Leger’s 
restore Routemaster Disneyland Paris 


Routemaster joins classic taxi fleet 


STEVE GRIFFIN, who works for 
Nexus as a Leading Hand 
Technician, is to restore a 1966 
Routemaster after being one of 
the successful bidders in a draw 
for 32 buses, up against 400 
other hopefuls. 

Already a classic car enthusiast, he 


recruitment 


Directorate - Environment 


Public Transport Monitoring & 


Publicity Assistant 


(Temporary UNTIL 31st MarcH 2008 


- GRANT FUNDED UNTIL THIS DATE) 
£14,106 - £15, 015 PA. 

37 HOuRS PER WEEK 

PLOUGH LANE, HEREFORD 


We need help to keep Herefordshire’s buses running on time and to keep 
people informed of bus service developments. 


You will carry out checks on bus services to ensure that they are operating 
correctly. You will also find out from passengers whether services meet their 


needs and report your findings 


Herefordshire Council enjoys a national reputation for its high-quality bus 
information, which is about to get even better, and you will play an important role 
in the production, distribution and display of bus service publicity. 

Educated to ‘A level standard (or equivalent’ and a minimum of two years 
relevant experience, a willingness to work outside norma! office hours and the 
ability to travel throughout the county is essential. 

Applications forms are available from Ruth Davies on 01432 260966, 
Email: rdavies@herefordshire.gov.uk 


Closing date: 24th June 2005. 


For more information about the job advertised and other vacancies 
visit www. herefordshire.gov.uk/jobs 


HEREFORDSHIRE 
COUNCIL 


has now driven it to its 
new home in the north 
east for restoration. 

“It’s a labour of 
love,” said Steve, 46, of 
Whickham. “It'll be 
hard work but I'll enjoy 
it and it’s a worthwhile 
wei effort to preserve a 
fantastic piece of public 
transport heritage 
that’s a tribute to 
British engineering. It’s 
in good condition 
bearing in mind its age, 
but the bodywork 
needs re-panelling and 
the paintwork needs 
looking at as well.” 

Steve has been a classic car 
enthusiast for many years and is 
already the proud owner of some 
vintage London taxis. 

His fleet includes a 1957 Austin 
FX3, a 1965 Beardmore and a 1983 
Austin FX4. 


Job Ref: ETS390 


Committed to Equality 


www.herefordshire.gov.uk 
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LEGER HOLIDAYS, one of the 
UK’s leading providers of 
European Coach Holidays, has 
appointed Marco Mori as Brand 
Manager for Disneyland Resort 
Paris (DRP). 

The new role will see Marco - 
who has worked for DRP for 12 
years - taking responsibility for all 
aspects of Leger’s Disney 
programme. 

He will oversee and overhaul the 
next Disney brochure, introduce 
new sales channels, review training, 
improve Leger Holidays’ web 
content and assess all aspects of the 
Disney programme in order to 
expand and maximise the company’s 
position in the market place. 

During Marco’s |2 years at DRP 
he filled various Account Manager 
roles and for the last five years 
managed the commercial retail 
account of Disney’s own direct tour 
operation. 

Leger Holidays Retail Sales 
Director Peter Raynor said: “Marco’s 
arrival is a real boon to the Leger 
Holidays team. 

“He has an unrivalled knowledge 
of Disneyland Paris. Leger is already 
the top UK coach operator to the 
resort, and with Marco’s help we 
fully expect to both consolidate and 


develop that position in the future.” 

Marco Mori added: “Leger is very 
highly regarded in the market and 
for many years has been a major 
player as far as DRP is concerned. 
This new role offers me a fantastic 
new challenge and I’m particularly 
looking forward to being creative in 
terms of helping Leger Holidays 
increase its profile in the market 
place.” 


Marco Mori joins Leger 


Nick Marshall reaches target 


Nick Marshall has raised £12,000 


NICK MARSHALL, of 
solicitors Backhouse Jones, 
has completed his Land’s 
End-John O’Groats cycle 
marathon in six days, 13 
hours, within his seven-day 
target. 

So far, he has raised more 
than £12,000 for the National 
Children’s Home (routeONE, 
People Place, 19 May) 

Nick battled hail, rain and 
thunderstorms, to cycle the 
length of the country. 

During the Lancashire 
stretch of his route Nick was 
escorted by a Routemaster. 
After completing the journey 
he said: “Tough times never 
last, but tough people do!” 

He is already planning next 
year’s challenge. While at 
Land’s End he hit upon the 
idea of swimming the 
Channel! 


New Chairman and 
board members for CTC 


New CTC Chairman Sean Taggart (left), new Vice Chairman David 
Leathem, and CTC Chief Executive Chris Wales (right) 


SEAN TAGGART, Group 
Managing Director of the 
Albatross Travel Group, is the 
new Chairman of the Coach 
Tourism Council (CTC) with 
David Leathem, Travel Centre 
Manager of Ulsterbus Tours, 
taking over as Vice-Chairman. 

They were chosen for their new 
roles by the newly constituted and 
‘streamlined’ CTC Board, which has 
met for the first time following the 
decision taken at the recent CTC 
AGM to cut the size of the Board 
from 28 to 12 members. 

Sean Taggart, the previous Vice- 
Chairman, and also Chairman of 
BAWTA, takes over from Peter 
Fenn, who stepped down from the 
CTC Board in March. The Board 
also confirmed Chris Wales as Chief 
Executive. 

“lam, delighted to take on this 
role and work with the new Board 
to build on the excellent work of the 
past six months which has led to the 
CTC being in its best shape ever,” 
said Sean. 

“We have certainly raised our 
profile in the trade and consumer 
media and we will all be working to 
ensure that we continue to highlight 
the benefits of travel and tourism by 
coach.” 

Elected by members to the new 
Board are: 

@ David Ogden, who set up the 
family business David Ogden 
Coaches of St Helens, Merseyside, 
30 years ago. He is a well-known 
industry figure who is also a Board 
member of BCH and Chairman of 
CPT North West. 


@ Lisa Palmer, Tours Director of the 
family-owned David Palmer Coaches 
of Normanton, West Yorkshire. Lisa 
is the daughter-in-law of another 
coach stalwart, Margaret Palmer, 
who recently retired from the 
previous CTC Board. Lisa has been 
elected Treasurer. 

@ Joanna Ames of Buzzlines Travel in 
Hythe, Kent, which includes En 
Route, Kent & Sussex Travel, 
Buzzlines Holidays and Buzzlines 
Coaches, the leading coach company 
in the south east of England. Joanna 
successfully sought re-election to the 
Board. 

@ Also re-elected is Michael Stevens, 
Director of Global Leisure Sales at 
Accor Hotels, with particular 
responsibility for the leisure product, 
including coach tour business. 
Michael has been a Board member 
and executive board member of the 
CTC for a number of years. 

Following the decision by David 
Fenton of DF Travel Services — one 
of the founder members of the CTC 
and a Board member for |5 years — 
to stand down, Pat Williams, General 
Manager Passenger Sales for 
Seafrance, a runner-up in the vote, 
was co-opted onto the Board. 

The remaining Board members, 
who did not have to stand for re- 
election, are: Damon Trigger, Port of 
Dover; Dermot Hogan, Tourism 
Ireland; Jane Duffelen, Shaws of 
Maxey, Peterborough; John White, 
Ellen Smith Tours of Rochdale and 
Mark Williams, Coach and Bus 
Week. In addition, Allan Edmondson 
of the Confederation of Passenger 
Transport, has a non-voting place. 


nextweek 
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First 


look at 


Enviro 400 


IT IS EXACTLY one year since the first meeting of the new 
Alexander Dennis Executive Board. 
The business that took over the former TransBus bus manufacturing 


plants has come a long way. 


Next week routeONE reports from Falkirk on developments and plans 
to take the business forward after the drastic surgery that was 


necessary to help re-establish 


the business. 


This will include a review of the revamped factory where the 
machining and kitting operations that formerly took place at Larbert 


have been integrated. 


There will also be the first detailed presentation of the new 
Enviro400 double deck bus — the first of which is now being built at the 
dedicated development centre at Lochlands. 


AND MORE 


@ All the latest news and 
incisive comment 


@ You have your say on our 


Letters page 


@ Mike Jewell’s weekly legal 
report from Public Inquiries, 


Tribunals, Magistrates and 
Crown Courts 


Within our Trader 
Section: 


@ Trader Exchange and Trader 


Classified vehicle sales 


@ Market Place advertising 
for industry suppliers 

@ Who is buying what, and why 
@ Your update on what is 
happening in the market for 
products and services 


Don’t forget: 

@ Asa qualifying reader you 
get your copy of route free 
every Thursday. 

@ Extra copies are available for 
an annual subscription of £99. 

@ For further information 
about route phone 0870 241 
87 visit our website: 
www.route-one.net 
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Introducing 


Now Available 
@ Rental option 

@ Leasing option 
@ Operation lease 


@ Full repair & maintenance 
contract on complete vehicle | Toe x —— a 
(with or without tyres) | . 2 oe TESCO Cxtr 


wm aaa 


The New Evolution Enters Service - To Be Competitive “” Every Little Helps” 
pry 01353 773000 pry 


MCV BUS AND COACH LTD. Stirling Place, Elean Business Park, Sutton, Ely, Cambs CB6 2QE 
Telephone: 01353 773000 Fax: 01353 773001 E-mail: enquiries@mcvbus.com 


